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The 


. Calamoies of thoſe that failly accule them as if 


| | That the crue and ſincere akers ( fo called, for of them I 


| And that people in the matters of Religion and the Worſhip of God, | - 
ſhould rather be inftructed and led by the Spirit of the Lord in Gods | 


' and the Worſhip 'f God, 
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QuAKERSs Vindicated from the 


they Denyed MAGISTRATES, and Diſowned 
GovERNMENT; Andas it both in Principle 
and Practice they were inconſiſtant with either. 


In which i ſhewed, 


write) are in the Spirit and Principle in which the Juſtice 
' of Magiſtrates is obeyed, and in which Magiſtrates are to 

adminiſter their Government, and that by their practice 

in good works they fulfill all juſt and good Governmear, 


worthip Him, and the Name of Chr;t (which is above every name) 
tomzet in; And that their Worſhip in Spirit is alle-wed by the 
Scriptures of Truth, and the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
which was before either the Litargie or the Maſſe-book was, 


Authority, than driven by the terrour of Magiſtrates, and forc'd 
by the penalties and puniſhments of the outward Laws of Men, 
Alſo, ſeveral Objettions anſwered, as to the exerciſe of Secular force 

and cortpultion over the Conſcience in matters of Faich, Religion, 
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' | But traly 1 am full of power by the $ pirit of the Lord, and of jud ment and | © 
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And that they have God's 'Authority for their_meeting together to | | 


- of might, to declare unto Facob hs tranſgreſſions, and to Iſrael hus ſin, 
Hear thu,I pray you, ye Heads of the houſe of Jacob, and Princes of the | 


|. hoaſe of 1ſrael, that abhor Fudgment, and pervert all Equity ; they baild 


wr 


|... #p Zion with blood, and Feruſalem with imquity. Mich. 3. 8,9, 10. 


Knowing this, that the Law us not made for a righteous man, but for the 
lawleſs and aiſobedient, for the ungodly and for ſinners, for the unholy 


and prophane, &c. 1 11m.1.9,10. 
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T he Quakers vindicated from the Calumnies of thoſe that falſly 


accuſe them as if they denyed Magiſtrates, and diſowned 
Government, &C, 


f A 

T is no ſtrange thing if there be a talk among ſome people, that 
the Onakers (ſo called) do deny Magiſtrates and diſown Govern= 
ment; for ſuch there were in the times of Chriſt and of his Apo- 
ftles, who; of malice ſome, and others of ignorance, ſlandered 
both Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the-moſt fincere Chriſtians of all 
Ages fince, With ſuch faiſe accuſations and ſcandalous reports : it was | 
through envy and ſlander that Chriſt was by the Jews delivered as a 
Malefa&or in this kind, as Pilate well knew, whom the chief Prieſt, 
the.Blders and Scribzs, with their multitude, accuſed of perverting the 
Nations, and forbidding to pay Tribute to Ceſar, and of Hirring up the 
people ; and this they did under pretence of friendſhip to Ceſar, who 
in their hearts they hated ; they told Pi/ate that he was not Ceſar's 
friend if he let him go, when he ſought to releaſe him, as finding no 
Fault in him, and cryed for Barrabas to be releaſed, who did indeed 
prevert the people, and made InſurreRion, and committed Murder 
in the Inſurre&ion, and for Sedition and Murther was caſt into Priſon. 
And they laid in many great & grievious complaints againlt the Apo- 
Mes, as touching the Laiy of the Jews, and of moving Sedition, and 
of turning the world upfide down ; and they accuſed them of doing 
contrary to the-Decrees of Ceſar. * And'the Chriſtians in afrer-times - 
were ſaid to be ſedirious 2nd rebellious, and pernicious to the Empe: 
rour ; and whatſoever evils happened among the people, they were 
imputed tro the Chriſtians as the cauſers thereof, Thus the moſt fin- 
ceie Chriſtians of their times, have been ſcandalized, defamed, and 
perſecuted, by the malice of them, who chrough their ſubtilty and en- 
vie to Righteouſneſs, have endeavoured by all ways and means to bring 
the moſt Innocent and upright People into. contempt with their Ru- 
ers, and to poſſeſs the ignorant people with prejudice ag2inſ thern ; 
that having rendred them infamous and dangerous, they might be per- 
ſecuted as ſuch: and as ſuch, many have unjuſtly ſuffered by their 
Rulers, -and by the miſ-led- people have been diſregarded and had 
. in baſe eſteem, and accounted as the filth of the world, and as the off- 
. ſcouring of all things. WE | | | 
* And therefoie it is no range thing, if the moſt fincers Chriſtians 
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of theſe times, that are now reproachfully called Quakers, and Sr 

ries, | and their Miniſters Ringleaders, (as-the Chriflians in the Apoflleg 
times were called Nazarens, and termed aSett, and their Miniſters 

Ringleaders) be now ſlandered and defamed, as if-they denyed Magi. 

Rrates, and difowned Government,. and were. in their principle and 

practice inconfiſtent with both, by the ſcandalous reports of ſome, 

who threugh their envy to Godlineſs and Sincerity, have evilly ſur. 
miied and hatched ſuch.things, without any cauſe given, whereby the 

Rulers. alſo have been incenied againkt the Fnnocent, as a People dif- 

aff:&t:d to Government. . | Z 

And this ſubtile and malicious working Was in Oliver's dayes as 
well as now, and hath been through all the late Changes ; although 
the Quakers never gave occalion to any, yet occaſions have been taken 
a22intt them by all, and they have been made offenders, and have 
deeply ſuffered by all, who never juſtly offended any, nor are in prin- 
ciple-or praQtice prejudicial to either Government or Governonrs,but 
are for the eſtabliſhment of both, according.to the Ordinance of God ; 
and by theur honeſt converſation ( which is according to the will of 

God-in well-doing, which, well becometh good Government) they do 

anſwer th2 end of Government ; and their Principle teacheth them, 

according to the will of-God,to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordinance 
of man, for the Lord's ſake ; and they know. it to be: the will of God 
corcerning them, that they may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh 
men, according as Peter-wWriteth to the-Chriftians that were ſcattered 
abroad in ſeveral parts, That they ſhould be of honeſt converſation among 

l the Geutiles and ſabmit themſelvs to every Ordizance of man for the Lords 

Er.2; ſake, whether tothe King as Supream,or unto Governors, as unto themthat 
are - ſent. of him, for the puniſhment of evil dowrs, and for the praiſe of them 
that do well ; and that this to do, was the will of God concerning them, 
that with well-dotng they.might put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh mes. 

" And if well-doing (which indeed is an honour to Government, and 
not a diſowning of .it,.. and which deſerves the Magiſtrates praiſe, and 
therefore is.no denying them) was.a ſufficient ground to put tofilence 
the ignorance of fooliſh men; in this matter, as to the Chriktzans in the 
Apottles times; why may not the well-doing.of the Quakers now (who 
as co their honelt converſation, innocent life and quiet bz haviour. to- 
wards.both Rulers and People, have a large teſtimony in the conſci- 
ences of all that know them,) bz a ſufficient ground to put'to filence 
the ignorance of fooliſh, men, as-to-this matter, in this our day.7 And 

; thoſe who ſo bewray their ignorance, as thus to.talk, may. not unkitly 

. % be termed fooli/h men :- for what reaſon 1s there for juſt and righteous: 


Redeemer, who breaks io pieces, { and hath brokeo 10.them) the powar - 
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men.to diſown Government, that to ſay, juſt and righteous Govern * 
ment, that are ſo obedient to the Government of God's Spirit ruting 


' in them, ( which Spiric of God is to govern Governours in their Go- 
- veroments) as that their converſation is ſo according to g00d Govern» 


ment, as that good Government hath no Law againli them> \ 
* What reaſon is there for people, that are ſubj<& to the Government 

of God, to be againſt the Government of men, if they rule according. 
to-God, whoſe Kingdom is to rule over all, and that adminiſter their 
Government for the Lords ſake,for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that do.well ? for although unrighteous Rujzrs, 


- Who know not the Lord to rule over them and by them, nor are ſub- 


je& to his Power in their Governments, by. their corrupt rule and miſe 
government,and abuſe of their Power, do perſecute thz Innocent,that 


' obey the Government of God, *for their Righteouſneſs ſake; yer the 


Government of men, by the Ordinance of God, is not to puſh againſt 


"the Government of God in his People, that are of his-own Houthold 


and Family, and under his oWn Government, in Whom- his Kingdom 
15 come, and his Will is done ; who know the Lord to be their Ruler, 
and ar2 ſubject-unto his Power and Rule in them and over them, and: 
.obey him as their King, their Lawgiver and Judge, who by their obe-- 
dience to the Reign and Government of God, do anſiver and fulfil the 
juſt and good Government of men? and therefore there is no reaſon 
for the Quakers, who are under the Government of God, to bz againft- 
the Government of men, that rule according to the Osdinance of: 
God. 

 Aoiin, Rulers arenot to be a terror to good works, but their Sword - 
is to b2 turned againſt the evil, and they are to miniiter thzir good to. 
well-doers.; and therefore thoſe who are redeemed from their evil- 


| deeds, which the Power of God in Rule:s is God's Sword to puniſh, 


they need not to fear the Power, thz occaſion of the Sword being ſub=- 
dued in them by the Power of their Redeemer : but the People called7 


| Quakers, are redeemed from the evil deeds; which the Sword of the: - 


Magiftrate is to puniſh, ſo that they are.not chargeable by any, to bz 
converſant therein; fot, they having renounced the hidden things cf - 
diſhoneſty, are nor- found in criminal offences; nor ate they by the 
ſobzreſt of men, charged With .any ungodly or vicious living, to- 
which the Magiltate is to bz a terrour; And therefore the. Quakers : 
need not to fear the Power, which:to Magiſtrates is given by God, for 
the puniſhment of evil-doers only, and not. to puniſh. well-doers, the 
occafion of the Sivord being ſubdued in them by the Power of theis 
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and rule of darkneſs, which rs in tranſgrefſion, and ſubdues the 
tranſgreflor, and keeps out of tranſgreflton ; unto whoſe Power in 
them (which is the Hrgher Power, in which Rulers are to govern, that 
over-rules and rules over the power and rule of darkneis, and that 
chains don the evil-doer and reſtrains his evil deeds) their ſouls are 
ſubje&, | 
Again. Rulers, by the Ordinance of God,are to miniſter their good 
to iveli-doers ; and therefore thoſe who are in the exerciſe of good. 
works, by the power of their Head Chriſt Jeſus, working in them, (Who 
is the Head of all Principalitie and Power ; of whom alone is all the 
juſt Authority and Rule that 1s derived unto the Rulers of all Nati. 
ons, and by whoſe Power Rulets are to. govern) his Power in their 
Governments, is for their praiſe, who by his Power in them are exer. 
ciſed in good-works, which good-works are the fulfilling of g00d Go. 
yernment, and uoto which - 200d Governonrs are a praiſe : But the 
Quakers are a People that ate exerciſed in £00d works, by the power 
of their Head Chriſt Jeſws working in them, ſo as that they are an ex. 
ample of good works at this day in the Nation, the proof of which they 
have in the conſciences of all ſober People ; and therefore Magiſtrates 
are to miniſter their good unto the Quakers as unto well-doers, and to 
protect and encourage them in their well-doing : For the Power of 
Chr:ft, as it rules in Government, is for their praiſe, who by his, Power 
in them are exe1ciſed in good works ; Which good works are the ful- 
filling of good Government, and unto which good Governours are 
a praiſe, as it is written, Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power ? do 
that which 1s good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame : for he ts the 
Minifter of G od to thee for good, | 
Thoſe who (in the Divine and Spiritual Light of their Creator) are 
ſubjzCt to the righteous Law of their Maker, which 1n their hearts 1s 
written from thei! creation, the Law of the Creation, Which from the 
beginning bath been given by God, in common co all Nations (before 
the Laiv of Moſes to the Fews was given) the Creators Laiv to his crea- 
tures ; and as their Sovereign Lord, over all Sovereignty and Lord. 
ihip, his Law, for the government of the Creation , and ſo the Com. 
mon-Law of all Nations,zccording to which the Nations by theif Ru- 
lers are to be governed, as the Jews by their Rulers were to be go- 
verned according to the Lai of Moſes; theſe, by their obedience to 
the righteous Law of God, -they obey the righteous Laws of men, for 
conſcience-ſake, and ſubmit to every Ordinance of man tor the Lord's 
ſake ; and ſo their obedience to the Laws of men,and their {ubmifſion 
to every Ordinance of man, is'wichout the force of the Law, or the 
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wrath of man, for which- they merit of the Magiſtrate his praiſe, and' 
the Laws protection, for their encouragement in their wel-doing, 
For in the Laiv of God is contained the: true principles of all Lay 
and Faitice, that by Rulers 1n their Governments 1s to be adminiltred; 
and every Ordinance of man, viz. the Magiltracy and Government of 
ev:ry Nation is to be compoſed and conſtituted, according to the Laiv 
of God, and by the Law of God, as their principle, and their inward 
puide, their Laws, their Judgments and Sentences are to be direted 
and regulated ; And therefore thoſe, who are ſubjz& to the righteous 
Law ot God, (the record of which 1s written in their hearts) they keep 
- the Laws of men,and every Ordinance of man, that is according to the 
Law of God and his O:dinance : for the Laws of men are not to de- 
rogate from the Laiv of God, nor is any Ordinance of man, ſo to be 
of man, as not to be of God ; for the motive to ſubmit to every Ordi- 
nance of man, 18, for the Lgzd's ſake; and therefore evety Ordinance 
of man, in their original, muſt be of God, and of man only formally,. 
as by man compoſed and conſtituted; And as every Ordinance is of - 
man, ſo every Ordinance muſt by man be ordained for the Lords ſake, 
that ſo every Ordinance of man may be ſubmitted unto for the Lords 
ſake, (as it 18 wricten) Per. 2. 13, 14. Submit your ſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of min for the Lords ſake, whether it be to the King, as Snpream; 
or #nto Governours, as unto them that are ſent by him, for the pumſhment. 
of evul-doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well, | 
And thoſe who are ſubje& to the Power of God, as the Power of - 
God reigns in their ſouls, and bears rule over their whole man,(which: 
Power of God is the Higher Power, unto which every ſoul is to be ſub- 
jeR, as well the Rule:cs 1n their Rule, as the Ruled in- their Obedi- 
ence): they mult needs.bz ſubje& to the Government of the ſame. Po- 
Wer of God, as.it reigns in the ſouls of their Rulers, and as ic bears- - 
the Rule in their Governments : for the Power of God, which is to- | 


-reign and rule in every mans own particular, is the ſame-which 1s to 


reign and rule in the Governments of men ; elſe how are they con--. . 
demned in themſelves who refilt the Power as it rules in Government, 
Rom.13.2. It is the reign of the Power to condetnnation in them that 
refit, that condemns them for their-refiſting the Rule of the Power as- 
it reigns in Government ; And therefore thoſe that are ſubj:& to.the- 
reign of the Poiver of God, as it rules in themſelves, they mult needs- 
bz (ubje& to the Rule of the Power of God as it reigns in-the Go- 
veinments of men, 

But the Quakers are ſubjeR to the Power of God, and imtheir fouls: 
the Powzr of God reigns, and bears the rale over- their whole. man 3 | 
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their Judge their Lawgiver and their King, 
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\ kiſſe each other. For Righteouſneſs ſhall look down from Heaven, ard Truth 


| overturned, and is overwtrning, and will overturn, until he come - 
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and therefore the Quakers muſt needs be ſubje&, &&c,” And for Cons 
ſcience-ſake they are ſubject to the Governments of the ſame Power 
of God, as.it reigns in their Rulers, and as it 1ules in their Govern. 
ments ;-neither dare they refit the Power of God in their-Rulers, le& 
the Power of God in themielves be thetr condemnation, 

But rather, that by the Regal Reign and Rule of the Power of Gad 
in themſelves, they may be ſo regulated, and their wayes ſo bounded 
unto the Lord, as that within the limits of the Power they may be 
preſerved to anſwer the ſame 1n their Rulers; and their convertati- 
ons in the fear-of God ſo ordered, and by his Wiſdom and in his Coun- 
ſel fo dire&ed and governed, that as the ſame rules and guides in their 
Rulers, they be found regular with all juſt- and good Goyernment; 
and that in the Dominion of the ſame Power of God reigning in them, 
by which Kings reign, themſelves in the Power may reign,as Kings on 
Earth, over all umiighteouſneſs ; Ana that by the Sovereign Condu& 
cf the ſame Wiſdom of God, diRating and preſcribing to them, by 
which Princes decree Juſtice, they may be led in the wayes of Righ- 
teouſneſs, and guided in the midſt of the paths of Judgment, and the 
glorious Lord beunto them a place of broad Rivers and Streams, and 


And ſo they being tubje& to the Power of God in themſelves, how 
can they refilt its rule in their Rulers ? And their converſations being 
ouided by the Colinſel of God in themſelves, how can they tranſgrels 
its conduct in Governments ?- Nay, but when Government is reduced 
to its true principle and fixſt foundation, and as Governcurs are refto- 
red to their jul and primicive Judicature, 7ſa.1,26. & 60,17, that 
Fudgment recurns to Righteonſneſs as its principle, (the Principle of Ju- 
lice, which is of God, the gift of God, in which Judgement is to be 
execured) when Mercy and Truth meer, and Righreouſneſs and Peace 


ſpring out of the Earth ; and Judgment run down as Waters, and Righte- 
ouſneſs 4s a mighty Stream; And when the Poiver of God only ſhal be 
the {irength ot Rulers, and the Authority and Ability of their Rule, 
and God's Wiſdom their Guide, and his Juſtice their Principle in 
their Governments and adminiſtration of their Laws, and Gods Pre- 
ſence with them their Confidence and the ſtability of their times, and 
not the Arm of flzſh and Force of man, nor ſenſual ſubtilty and craft; 
I ſay, whzn theſe things are accompl:ſhed, and God's Promiſes. ful- 


filled as to th2 Governmeats both of Nations and Families ; And the 


day hafineth in which Iniquity ſhall have an end : for the Lord hath 
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gohteouſly they (can 3; ſo then (hall they Rand juſtifie 
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whoſe right it is (and his day is begun, in which he rules in-the midſt 
of bis Enemies,” and will wound the heads; over many Countries, who 
 intheir hearts ſay,, There # none other but we) though darkned-to many 


bythe clouds incwhich he-comes, : And chen.the Qzakers, av in their 


- own conſciences they are; now.clear:in the /hght of God: as--to their - 


omning of Magiſtrates, and ſubmicting to their Governmepits in what 
t 


men, - ye2 even in the conſciences of their greateſt enemies, 


* .* And what go" no'v be accufed. of, even in thz(e times of De- 
0 


f:3ian and Apoſtacy,. andthe inow hour. and:poiver of Darkneſs, in 
which the S2a roars and the waves thereof are let looſe in upon them, 
nd'the: foundations :of -the Earth'ag it were- moved becauſe of them : 
and if buc five or more beſides the houthold do meet in their own hired 
houſe to worſhip God, the third Rep in this path is Baniſhment ; and 


' ſpt0 worthip God out of the form of their-Litaurgy, though it bein 


Spirit and in- Truth, is by this. Generation made a Crime, and worthy 


' of Baniſhment, it che-number of five pr above, as aforeſaid, dormeet ? 
for, if they do. but ſay, they vnet together to worſhip God, it is evidence 
enough to the Court, ſaith the Judge, for the Jury to bring them in 


ouilty, in order to thei: Sentence for Baniſhmer.t, May not the wiſe 
in-heart hear and perceive at what they ſtrike, and what firikes? and 
Solomons prophetick fight fiilfilled, Eccl, 3:16, Moreover, I ſaw under 
the Sun the place of Fudgment, that wickedneſs was there : andthe place 
of Righteous ns, that Imquity was there? And but a feiv years fince, 
the publick uſe of the Lirargy in Worſhip, was accounted diſobedignce 
to Magiſtrates, and was cryed againſt in the Pulpits, 

\-But though they have no-helper on earth, and the Power great that 
imiſen up againſt them ; 'as Solomon beheld the tears of them that 
vere oppreſſed, and they had no comforter ; On the fide of the Oppreſſor 
there was power, but they had no comforter, Eccl, 4. 1, yet the Lord is 
with them, and is taeir firength ; yea, and their inward conſolation, 
and exceeding great reward in all their tribu/ations. And. is it not 
God's Preſence with them, the power and purity of his Appearance 
among them, that makes the workers of Iniquity afraid, and the Dzvil 


of his Kingdom :* for, are not Meetings by fours privately, and with 


their doors thut, greater opportunities to contrive InſurreRions, it 
Jhat only were the matter and alſo thz intent of their Meetings, than 
the publick Aſſemblies of, the,Qsakers-with their doors open? and 
experience hath ſufhciently ſhewed,ychat rhe Quakers are no Plotters, 


except againſt the Devil and his wiles and devices; noris their war- ” 
fare againſt fleſh and blood, for their weapons are ſpititual. 
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- © Ifay, whatcan belaid to their charge, except inthe matters of the 
'Law of their God, and what relates to his Worthip and Service? And 
in the oppoſite Commandments of God and- men,. muſt not God 
them be obeyed ratherthan men? for, is there aty power or admini. 

tration of Law to be ſubmitted unto againſt the Lord ? And (hall man 
preſcribe to God bis Worſhip, who ſhould not preſcribe his own but 
by Goa*s permiſfion > Is not this to oppoſe their power to the Power 
of God? and to ſet their Judgment-ſeats above the Throne cf God? 
For,are Magiſtrates the Governours of the immortal Sqyls of the Righ. 
4. teous? have they powerover the Spizit? for, the Worſhip of Gotiz 
24, in Spur. _ | | | | 
Do not they intrench on God's Prerogative, and ufurp in his Do- 
minion, who in the matters of Religion and materials of God's Wor- 
ſhip,do intrude outward and worldly Domination over the inward and 
Spiritual man ? For, is the Spiritual man which judgeth all things, and 
is himſelf judged of no man, the 5s ag Regiment of the Se. 
cular Powers? and is-the Soul their Judgment-ſcat ? are they the 
Lords over Conſcience? have they the Dominjon over the thines of 
God, which by Chriſt are diſtinguiſhed from the things of Ceſar? Ma, 

' 22,2x, Will they give Lavv to that in man which ts not of man, and 
which they can neither prote& nor puniſh, and from Which in them- 
felves their Laws ſhould be given > For, is the bidden mas of the heart 
puniſhable by man, which is not coruptible by the Devil? or, can 
they either ſave or kill the Son}? or, can they protect them from the 
Wrath of God, who to ſave themſelves from the wrath of man, da in 
the things of God fear and hearken unto man more than unto God? 

And in«the matters of Religion and the Worfhip of God, are not- 
people rather to be taught and led by the Spirit of God in God's M- 
thority, than to be driven by the power of Magiſtrates, and forced by 
the penalties and puniſhments of outivard Laws ? And is that Wor- 
ſhip acceptable to God, which for its authority hath only the force and 
fear of man, without the faith and fear of God ? Ts it the ontrvard 
worſhip of the bodily prefence andexerciſe only, that is ſo well-plee- 

, x, fing to God ?' for neither doth thefforce of man rezch fureher than to 

the outward body , #87 can the wrath of man work, the Righteonſneſt of 

God; or rather, is it not theinward and ſpiritual Worſhip in the Li- | 

ving Fajth and renewed Spirit of God's faithful and true Worſhippery, 

that pleaſeth God ? If the fortmer, why then was-not Cars Sacrifice 
accepted? andif the latter, How then camthe Laws of men, and thetl 
moſt ſevere executions, make any to worſhip God acceptably'z be- 

cauſe by ll their force they cannot give men Paith, nor make nev | . 
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man is the:work of God ; 'And without Faith it «s zmpoſſible to pleaſe 
And it Was by Faith that Abel offered a more acceptable ſacrifice than Carn, 
Heb,11.4-. 
And how can they whoſe Conſciences are tender, and not ſeared 
2s 'vith an bot ron, but be condemned in themſelyes, if by the force 
and fear of men and their penalties and puniſhments, they worſhip 
God in the way preſcribed by man; that is conttatry to their Faith, 
and againſt the judgment and feeling of their own Conſciences, and 
for which there 1s neither precept nor example in the Scriptures of 
\ Truth ?: And if their own. hearts and conſciences condemn them, God is 
| greater, 1 Joh.3,20. And ſo by the exerciſe of Force and Puniſhment 
40 Religion and Worſhip, are there not many made Hypoctrites ? and 
- gre. there not ſome made Fereticks ? For, they are Hypocrices which 


appear to be that outwardly which they are not inwardly ;' and they . 


we Hereticks who by ſubverſion;fin, and are condemned in themſelvs; 
ſo that their obedience is not for Conſcience-ſake, but for Wraths- 
fake only : And alſo by Force impoſing things contrary-to Faith and 
Conſcience. Are not many driven out from among them who can- 
not touch any unclean thing ? And when the Lord hath received them, 
are they not then perſecuted as Schiſmaticks and ſeditious SeRories > 

And, are themſelves iti the Faith which worketh by Love, and which 
ſands nor in the wiſdom and frength of men, but in the power and 
operation of God, - who by miſchievous Stratagems and the Force of 
men would wrack the Faith of others, break their Peace, and wound 


their Conſciences ; whain their own hearts have the anſwer of a goo41 - 


Conſcience in what they do, and ate in the Peace which pafſeth the 
underſtanding of them that hate and perſecute them, and are built up 
in the moſt holy Faith, by which the Juſt live 2 for their Meetings are 
inthe fingleneſs of their hearts ; and not #»der pretence 2s (:ditious 
Conventicles, but in al fimplicity and godly fincerity to worſhip God, 
And is wot to perſecute for righteonſneſs-ſake, Cains way > for, way not 
Cain the firſt P-rfecuter 2 and was not Carr of that wicked one, when 


in bis wroth he flew his Brother, becauſe his own Works were evi/ and. 


, his Brother's reghreow ? And are Revilings, Menacings, Siriking, 
Stocking, 1 mpriſoning and Baniſhing the Ri ghteons for ther Righte:uſ- 
neſs-ſake, are theſe the fruits of true and fincere Chriſtians, and the 
fulfiliin of the Laiv of Love? or, are theſe Cruelties of the Lord ? 


(1) | 
their Spirit ; for Faith is the gift of God, and to renew a right Spirit 


, Heb. 11, 6. for, whatſoever is not of Faith # ſin, Rom. 14.,13. 


for Dave faith, The fleps of a good-man are ordered by the Lord, and P| 
. ghat be delighteth 12 bu way, Are theſe Reps ordered by the Lord ? or, 2; 


| 


. | 
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&dth the Lord delight in this way-2-- Kod if the Devil: be the origingj 
author of theſe immanities, are not then raging foming Perſecuterg, 
who travel with envy and miſchief, 'the Devil's Agents, and the Exe. 
cutiohers of his Wrath and Cruelties upon the Innocent ? for, it is 
written, Fear none of thoſe things that thou ſhalt ſuffer ; Behold, the Dy. | 
v1l ſhall caſt ſome:of you into' Priſon, that ye-may be tryed. And Sun © 

divelt and had his ſeat, where An:1pa God's-faithful-Martyr was ſlainz 

Rev.2, 10:23. is | 

And, is the Lord their Rirength, and his Arm and ProteRion their 
truſt and confidence; who cannot truſt a- poor naked and harmleſs | | 
people to meet together to Worſhip God, without ſuſpition of contri. } | 
ving InſurreQions?? "when no cauſe was ever given by the Quakers. Þ} + 
toſuſpe&thenr ; but only as by: machination they are rendred as dans |}. ; 
gerous and ſedirious SeRtaries, and difloyal perſons ; who indeed are: }| | 
| 
| 


but as Lambs among Wolves, -and a prey to the beaſts of the field; : 
and do not reſiſt the evil and the wrong that is done unto them, nor 
retalliate like for like; mot being overcome of evil, but overcoming evil. 
with good : Norisit their principle to plot and contrive Inſurretiong, 
but patiently-to' bear their falſe Calumnies, and chearfully:to ſuffer 
their cruel Oppreiſions ; and are not aſhamed of the Commandments 
"of God, to do his will, nor of the Teſtimony of Chriſt for which they 
ſuffer ; but by the Power of God are made villing to partake of the 
AfﬀiRions.of the Goſpel; and-do glory'in their Tribulations, not 1o- 
ving their lives:to the death, And loving their Enemies; and praying 
for their Perſecaters,they commit the keeping of thetr Souls unto him, 
who in his Faith and Patience is able to keep them throughout unto 
Himſelf, in this their day of tryaF-and hour of temptation that by the 
fierce and ſore wrath of man is come upon them, 

And, is it not as dangerous, and more diſloyalty to God,. for any 
to defame and judge Gods true Worſhippers as ſeditious Seftaties 
who in the Spititand in the Truth do worſhip God ; and God's ſpiti- 
tual and holy Worſhip, into which by the Spirit of God-they are led, 

. to b: ſeditious Conventicles; who is a Spirit, and the Truth, aud 
\ therefore muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth ; and ſuch ſpiri- 
tuil and true Worthippers the Father ſeeks to worſhip him, Fob» 4. 
23,24, For, is not this-to defame and to judge the holy Spirit of-God, 
by which God's true Worſhipers are led, and in which they holily and 
ſpiritually do worſhip God, to be ſedstioas, and his holy and ſpiritual 
Worſhip, to be Sedirion ? for i$it notiwritten, He that Speaketh evil of | 
his Brother, and judgeth ks Brother, ſpraketh evil of the Law; any jud gerb 
| the Law - but if thou. judge the Law, thon art not @ doer of the:Law,hne- J... 
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-.:Are Chriſtians to be each others Judges in the matters of Fanh 
and Religion 2-0t, are they to bz Maſters over the Conſciences one of 
apother concerning the Worſhip of God ? Is not the Lord himſelf a- 
tone both the Lawgiver and Judge, as to his own Spiritual Worſhip 
and S2rvice ? for, is it not written, There # one Lawgiver, who ts abls 
toſave, and to-deſtroy ? Who art thou that judgeſt another ? Jam. 4. 12, 
An4 if God only be the Lawgiver and Judge, as to his ewn Worthip 
and Service ; is it then in the poiver of any living upon the face of the 


Farth, to preſcribe to God his Worſhip ? or for the Worſhip of God , 


with man's judgement to judge his true Worſhippers ? And do not 
they preſcribe, who by their Laws and Penalties do bind and limit to 
«form of Worſhip not preſcribed or limited unto by Gody nor in the 


; praRice of the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 2: And do not they 


judge, who arraign and ſentence, even to Priſons and Baaiſhment,. 
them that for Conſcience-ſake cannot ſubmit to what by men.is pre- 


F (cribedzfor the Worſhip of God? 


» And ate not their Meetings of the Lord, and ſealed im them to be 


| well-pleafing in his fight, by his Preſence with them and his Appea- 
' rance in them and among th:m ? for, ate not the manifeſtations of 


his Spirit, and the operations of his Power in their holy Aſſemblies, 
8 ſure Teſtimony from God of his acceptance of them in his Service 
and Worſhip > And have they not then God's Authority for their 
meeting together in his Name, the only Lord of their Conſciences, 
and the only Liwgiver for his own Worthip and'Szrvice ? 

And muſt Magiſtrates in the things of the outward man, by Chri- 
ſians bz obzyed for Conſcience-ſake in things not again{t Conſcience? 
And muſt not the Lord himſelf by his People be ob:yed for Conſcis- 
ence-ſake in the things of the inward man ?\ AnJ muſt every Ordi-- 
nance of man be ſubmitted unto for the Lord's ſake, that is not againſt 
the Lord? and malt not the Lord himſelf be ſubmitred unto for his 
own ſake, by his true Worſhippers- in his own wotſhip and Service # 

And, is not this to-domineer andrule over, and over-rule the Faith: 
and Conſciences of God's true Worſhippers ( which by both PapsiFs*_ 
and Proteſtants in words is-diſclaimed, which condemns their deeds) 
to"tmpoſe upon them in the Worſhip of God, not. only contrary. to: - 
Waat in the ſight of God is made manifeſt in their Confciences for 
the V Vorſhip of God, and which is according to the V Vord of Truth, 
and as by.the Spirit of Chriſtin their hearts 1s preſcribed to them, but 
alſo in other manner than by the Apoſtles and. primitive Chriſtians: 
God was worſhipp:d, before either the Common-Prayer Book-ox the-. 


— 
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T 
trary'to Law, and by them called Herefie, who reputed their own ac. 
cording to Laiv; as it fares at this day With the Quakers, who after the 
manner Which is now called Herefie, by them who are themſelves in 
the Herefie, they,as the Apoſtles did, do worſhip God, even their Fa- | 
ther, in the Spiric and in the Truth. | , 
And if the. Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians did meet together 8 
above the number of Four beſides the houſhold, and in their Meeting did 
worſhip God in other manner than # allowed by the Liturgy or prablice of. F 
the Church of Exgland, before the Litargy was; why ſhould it be made a 
an unlawful meecing now, and ſo capital as to be ſo ſeverely puniſh. I 
ed, a$\vith Baniſhment, for the Qzakers to meet together before the 
Lord, above the number of Four befides the houſhold, and in their - . 
meeting to Worſhip God, in that manner in which God may be wore 
ſhipped, otherwile than is allowed by the Liturgy or practice of the 
Church of England, and as by the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 
God was wotlhipped before the Liturgy Was, to wit, in the Spirit and 
in the Truth, as they did, ſeeing they are of the ſame Faith, and in 
the ſame Spirit and Truth, and under the ſame obligation as to their 
Conſciences as they were? 
And by Chriſt are purchaſed-into the ſame Liberty, for the free ex- 
> erciſe of their Faith and Conſciences towards God, in his own Wor. 

- ſhip, and one towards another in the Truth and Service of God and- 
one another in the Lord ; which Liberty,freely to exerciſe their Faith 
and Conſciences in the Worſhip of God, they may no more part with in 
vaſſalage to man, than with their Lives : for in the Liberty and Free- 
dom of their Faith and Cohtſciences, in which Chriſt hath made them 
free, are they not to ſand faſt to God aloxe, whoſe Servants they ate, 
and the only Lord and Maſter of their Faith and Conſciences, and not 
again to be entangled with the Yokes of Bondage ? leſt by captivating 
the Faith and defiling their Conſciences, they ſo become the ſervants 
of men, as not becaming the Servants of Chriſt, | 

Andaf any, notwi hſtanding what hath been-ſaid, do yet aſſert, 

T hat the Worſhip preſcrited in the Liturgy # the only and true Worſhip of 

God, and that God can no utherwiſe be truly and ſpiritually worſhipped but 
44 ts preſcribed and altawed by the Liturgy or prattice of the Church of Eng- 
land; do they not conſequently conclude the Worſhip of the Apoſtles 
and primitive Chriſtians to b: falſe, who worſhipped not by the pre- 
ſcript of the Liturgy, but in Spirit before the Litzrgy was ? And gid 
not Chriſt to the Woman of Samaria ſay, The hour cometh, and now s, 
4- (this was before the Liturgy) when the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth, and that the Father ſceketh ſuch to workin. 
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biw? May it not therefore rather be aſſert:d,That God may be other- 
' viſe worſhipped than by the preſcript of the Lirwrgy, or then is allow 
edby the praQtice of th: Church of Exgland, to wit, in Spiritand in 
Timth, which by ChriRt is preſcribed for the Worſhip of God, and by 
the Apoſttes andprimitive Chriftians was practiſed, bzfore the Litur- 
KB pe was; which Worſhip tn the Spirit and in the Truth, nor only ended 
the Temple-worſhip at Jeruſalem, but alſo is repugnant to all the in- 
: yented worſhips of every Nation. 
iy ' And if it be ſaid by any, (as in eff2& it hath been ſaid by ſome, e- 
| ſeemed wiſe and learned, to juſtifie the uſe of the Common- Prayer= 
Book, or Litmrgie, as they call it ) That there is no Form of Worſhip pre- 
nfety declared and preſcribed by God for his Worſhip. © | 
BB LI anfwer, If there be no Form of Worſhip declared and preſcribed 
| y God ; ſhould not m2n then tremble to preſcribes where God hath 
| fot preſecibed ? and muſt that therefore be the Worſhip of God which 
#preſcrib:d by men? And if they find not preciſely declared and 
preſcribed the Form of God's Worthip in the Scripture, doth it there- 
fore folfow that the Form of God's Worſhip is nor preciſely declared: 
and preſcribed by God ? or that which may be thought to bz omitted 
by God, th:t ie muſt therefore be ſupplyed by man ? Doth God pre- 
ciſely require his Worſhip? and doth he not as preciſely preſcribe 
the Form how he will be worſhipped, to them of whom he requires ic 2: 
Was Moſes faithful in all his houſe as a Servant? and is not Chr;ft as 
Son over his own honſe ? for, is not Chriſt-the King and Prophet of 
bis Church? and is.this only ticular, or an idle dignity, without frutt 
or eff2 ual operation and vertue ? for, as their King and Prophet, is 
not Chr13F ever preſent With his, by his Spiric that dwelleth in themy 
and that abideth wich them for ever, to teach them and to lead them, 
and to guide and govern them ? for, did not Chriſt before he was cru.. 
cified, tell his Diſciples that he would not leave them as Orphans, bar 
that he would come to them again, and manifeft himlelf unto them, 
and with the Father mike his abode with them ? And is not Chriſt alſo 
in the boſom of rhe Father, to make known his will concerning his: 
ovn Worſhip and Service > And do not his Sheep hear and know his: 
Voice; and learn of him ? and doth he not (hw them plainly of the 
Father, as it ts written, The trme cometh when I ſhall no more ſpeak un- 
to you in Parables, but I ſhall ſhew you plainly of the Father ? 

Again, Is not the manner and form of God's Worſhip, preciſely de- 
clared and preſcribzd by God in the Seriptures, to be z» Spirit and 1m 
Truth? and if that be doub*ful, or hidden and unknown to them- 
Abich are eſteemed wiſe and learned, which in the Scripture is write 


”Y 
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_ 
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; 4, ten, But the hour cometh, aud now ts, when the true Worſhippers ſhall wy. 


ſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth? Andif theſe be enigmatical lay. 
ings, viz, Ts them that have eyes, and ſee but perceive not ;- and hav 
ears and hear, but underſtand not, God # a Spirit, and they that worſhy 


him, muſt worſhip him 1n Spirit ard in Truth , Yet herein, is there nota | 
plain deſcription by Chriſt of the Worſhip of God, to. them that are : 


taught of God, and have the mind of Chr, and by the Spirit of 
Truth are led and guided into all Truth? And wherein any thi 

which Chrif ſpake to his Diſciples, whilſt he was preſent with them 
in the body, was at all obſcure and ambiguous to them, becauſe. gf 
their weakneſs ; did not Chriſt dire& them to the Teachings of the 
holy Spirit as to all things and-for the bringing all things to their 
remembrance, and opening their underſtandings in all whatſoever he 
had ſaid-unto them > And what then, in the Worſhip of God, is there 
more preciſe, which hath not been preſcribed anddeclared at firſt by 
Chriſt, and-which fince hath not been, or may not in all the parts of 


_ God's Worſhip be plainly deſcribed-by the holy Ghoſt, in the bearts 


and conſciences of God's faithful and true Worſhippers, whom the 
Father ſeeketh to worſhip him ; although: perhaps 1t may be hidden 


from them , who reje& the Counſel of God within themſelves, and: 


deſpiſe the moſt ſure ConduR of his Spirit, who leads into all Truth, 
and ho chuſe to themſelves the Worſhip which is after the Inventi« 
ons and Commandments of men ? 


And foraſmuch as God may be worſhipped in other manner, than is 


allowed by the Liturgy or praftice of the Churgh of Exglard, as by 


the Apoſtles and primitive Chriftians he was before the Liturgy wat; + 


and as by Chrif is preſcrib:d for the Worſhip of God, - to wit, in Spi- 
rit and in Truth ; why ſhould endeavours be uſed with ſuch extremity 
acainſt a People that fear the Lord, -whoſe conſciences ate tender and 


ſentible, and in the feeling of that which offends the Lord, not on. 


ly to obſtruR th:m in thzir jult-Liberty, purchaſed to them as Chri- 
ftians by Chriſt, and the free exerciſe of their Faith and Conſciences, 
to worſhip God in that mann:r in which God may be worſhipped, 0- 
therwiſe than is allowed by the Liturgy, &, but alſo by their Laws 


to limit them ro another manner of Worſhip, than that in which God 


may be wor(hipped ; and otherwiſe than that into which they by the 
Spirit of Chr;j? are led to worthip God ; and other theft: that which by 
the primitive Chriſtians was practiſed for the Worſhip of God ; and 
which thzy no where fidd in the Scriptures either limited unto or 


- preſcribzd; and which the Witneſs of God in theiz Conſciences is 
againſt ? 


bd): 


8 5 
x # 


> &# Ma. _——_ CO. 


' 7 
OBe as) 


F Pont the Rronger herein {by their Rrevgth) rule overthe weak,in ©? 
/ the things of God, whictr by Chriſt are diftioguiſhed from the things 

| that are Ceſars ? Is not this by might and by power, to over-rule the 
Heritage of God,againſt their knowledge of the will of God, and whac 
'God requires of them? and againſt the divine wiſdom, and their ſpi- 
fitoal underſtanding, which God hath given them fot his Service and 
Worſhip ? and againlt their faith, and 'What they really believe to be 
the trie and ſpiritual Worſhip of God ? and againk the diſcerning and 
udgment, Which by the gift of God is ſeated 1n their hearts and ſouls; 
by which they diftioguith in themſelves, and do judge rightly of thing; 
tat differ, and approve of that which is moſt excellent ; and which 

 j$acceptable and well-pleaſing in the fight of God, yea and againſt 
the. vicneſs of God in them, and the feeling of their own conſcien- 

ces; Andis not to 1ule by force the Lambs of Chtiſt,. and togive law 
and rule to their faith and conſciences, by penalties and puniſhments, 
contrary to what is wrieten Zech. 4.6, Nat by Might, nor by Pewer, 

' but. by my Spirit ſaith the Lord of Hoſts 2 1s the firength of men then, 

- and their Force and Laivs, Penalties and Puniſhments, the tneans ap- 
pointed by God to teach people the knowledge and fear of God ? or, 
Doth the Wrath of man accompliſh the Righteouſneſs of God ? or,are theſe Fa 
the weapons of the Spititual-Warfare, by whichpeople are to be ſub- 20, 
je unto the Lord in/his Spititual-Worſhip and Service? And is 
that Worſhip well-pleafing or acceptable to God, which is forc'd only 
by the fear and puniſhment of men ? or,doth God ſeek ſuch Worſhip- 

| pets, as by carnal compulon worſhip him ? Nay, are not theſe of the 

BY Feapons, with the which.the many-headed Beaſt, with his Horns and 

' | Crowns,which riſe out of the Sea, have made War with the Saints for 

theſs many.hundred years, and-have ſo overcome them as to their bo= 

i | dies, xs that many have loſt their precious Lives in Priſons and Dun- 
'f geons, and at the Gibbet and the Stake ? 

./ Was the matetial-Temple by Zerubbabel to be rebuilt, without the 
help of Secular Force ? and muſt there be the exerciſe, of Inhamane 
Cruelty for the building of the Spiritual- Temple and Houſe of God, 
Which1n the Lord is the Pillar and Ground of Truih? Is not the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt vow the builder of his Church ? and is not He only given } 
28 a Leader, and theCommander of his People, in Spiritual things # \- 
for, is not all Power in Heaven and Earth, by his Father given unto 
| him, for the eſtabliſhment of his Heavenly and Spiritual Kingdom 

- and Government ? and as the Lord of his o:vn Houle, is it not to be 
Jeft to him, to order it and-to govero it without the help of the force of 
man ? for, is not the Spirit -— Power of Chiift, of more efficacy for | 

_ | the _. 
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19. up Zjon with blood,and Feraſalens.with iniquity ? 


the gove:nment. of his Church, than _ and poiver by men? 'Anq 
how is God glorified in. the Church by Chrift Feſws,throughout all age 
world ivithout-end,. if. the Church be gathered and governed by the 
Authority and force of men Ts not the Luv of God, which by his 
Spirit is written in the hearts of his People, and his Fear, and the 
Dicad which by him. is put upon them, the Covenant by which they 
are to draiv near unto him, in his holy Worſhip, rather than the Laws 
2nd Penaltes of men ? And is not the Lords Covenant with his Peo. 
ple the only force (chat is to ſay, without the force of met) which by 
him is put upon them, as-to his own Spiritual Service and Worſhip? 
And as to the Lord, is not his Covenant ſufficient, without the force 
of men? as it is written, As for me, this #s my Covenant with them; 
ſauth the Lord; My Spirit which ts upon thee, and my words which I have 
put tu thy mouth, ſhall zot depart ont of thy mouth, nor out of 'the month 
thy ſeed, nor out of the month;of thy ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from hents 
forth, and .for ever, . And 1n the day of the Lord's Power, ate: not his 
People willing, without carnal compulſion by Secular force end vie 
lence ? And did not the Prophet Micah ( full of Power by the Spirit 
of the Lord, and of Judgment, and Might ) declare againſt the Heady 
of the houſe of Facob,and the Princes of the houſe of /ſrae/, who built 


. 


And what remains: now..in this day of tryal/for the Quakers, 'the 
true Succefſors of the holy Prophets and 'Martyrs of Feſww, but to ſuck 
ceed them in their Sufferings, and fill up that which is behind of the 
AfMi&tions of Chriſt, for his Bodies ſake, which is the Church > for, 
whilſt Laws. are made and executed upon them, to limit them in their 
Meetings ;. by which they are- made offenders,” who otherwiſe are 
blameleſs; and whilſt their Meetings together it) the fear of the Lord, 


and in obedience to his Lav and Commandment; and in his Worthip 


and Service, are rendred as the Tranſgreftions of the Laws ( they ex- 
ceeding the limited number of Foxr, &c.) which otherwiſe and with- 
out that limit, are enjoyned by the Spirit of the. Lord, and- ſtrictly re- 
quired-not'to be forſaken by any, either wilfully after they have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the Truth: :or for fear of Man, who when Ne 
bath killed the body can do no more, lc greater ſufferings from God 
may be expected, 40 vir, a certain fearful looking for of Judgement, 
and the fiery Indignation of God; who can both kill the body, and 
caſt the ſoul into Hell ; And what then now remains for the Quakers, 
in theſe exerciſes and tryals of their Faith and Patience, but ro- offer 
up their Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, as theit 
reaſonable ſervice ; ard patiently to ſuffer all theſe cruelties, which 
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they not either ſuffer, or flee their Teſtimony, and deny Chriſt before 


' Men, and expoſe him to open ſhame before his enemies, and them 
| that hate his appearance, and that perſecute him in his members ? 
And will not Chriſt deny them before his heavenly Father, that deny 


bim before men ? and will not Chrif ſhame them, when in the glory 


"of bis Father he is made manifeſt, who are aſhamed of him and of - 


bis Teſtimony, when in his members he is deſpiſed and perſecuted ? 
- Andthough the Mzetings of the Quakers are by men rendred un- 
lawful, becauſe of the Laws that are made againſt them ; yet, are they 


_ therefore ſinful in the Gght of God, or unlawful by the Law of God ? 
- or, are their Meetings therefore difpleafing to the Eord, becauſe they 


ve envied and perſecuted by men? Would Dazie!'s praying to his 
God have'been the tranſgreſſion of a Law, if there had not been a Law 
made purpoſely againſt it'? or, was his praying then, and his making 
ſupplications before the Lord, his fin againſt the Lord,even then when 
there was a Lai made againſt it, which they called a Royal Statute, 
and. a firm Decree which altereth not? And although the Mectings 


of the Quckers are made tranſgreflions before men, becauſe of the 


Laws that are made againſt them; yet, is it either a tranſgrefſion in it 
ſelf, or a fin before the Lord, for innocent Lambs and the harmleſs 
Flock.of Chriſt, in obedience to the Voice of their Shepherd, to meet 


| together and to be gathered in his Name ( and: he in the midſt of 


them, to feed them and to fold them) that ' they might be fed in his 
green Paſtures, and refreſhed with his living Fountains of the Wa- 
ters of Life : Nay, was it not a tranſgrefſion in them among the 
Hebrews, and their Apoſtacy and fin againſt the Lord, who after they 
had received the knowledge of the Truth, did yet forſake the aflemb- 
ling of themſelves together, with them-that perſevered in the Truth ; 


And forſook, not the aſſembling of themſelves together, but endured a great Hel 
: ſock both by Reproaches and 2x 
 Aﬀitions ; and took, joyfully the ſpoyliug of their Goods, 


fight of Aﬀidtrons, and were made a Gazing- 


And is not the Name of Chriſt ( which is above every name) even 
his Power and his Preſence, the Authority in which God's true Wor- 
ſhippers are to gather together to worſhip him, rather than the Laws 
of men ? for, is not Chriſt preſent in the midſt of them, who are 91- 
thered together in his Name? are not God's true Worſhippers there- 
fore to meet together in the Name of Chr, and by his Authority to 
worſhip God, as by the Spirit of Chrift they are drawn and compelled, 


ordered and guided, which leads into all Truth, notwithitancing the - 
Laws of men2 for wherein the Laws of men foi Conſcience-ſake can- 
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” not be aQively ob:yed, are they not ſubmitted unto, and paſſively os-, 
beyed, yea and fulfilled, by their patient ſuffering of their-penaltiesz 
And are not their Meetings lawtul in the fight of.God, who are 92s 
thered together in the Name of Chri#t ?. for, are they not owned. of 
God, by the Preſence of Chrift in the midſt of them ?- and do nor they- | 
offer violence to Chriſt in the midſt of them, who violate-their Meet. 
_ ings that are gathered together in his Name ? do not they diſpiſe him 
who deſpiſe them ?- and, 18 not what is done to them for his ſake, 
25, him elteemed-as done to him ?. And, were it not better for them; that 
> a Milftone were hanged about their necks, and they calt into the Sea, 
" than for them to offend one of the leaſt of his little ones ? | 
And,as to the place for Divine Worſhip and the Service of Godin 
the exerciſe of Religion ; Are there nav any certain places prefixt and 
hmired unto by Chriſt, fince-thz hour came that God would neither 
be worſhipped on the Mountain of Samarza, nor yet at Feruſalem ? arg- 
not all limus and ties to certain prefixt places for theWorſhip of God, 
made-nul{ and void by the Miniſtration of the Spirit and the Truth 45 
' bras in Feſws? for, are not all diflinRions of places by Chriſt annihi« 
4. lated; 1n that which tq the Woman of Samarie. he ſaith; Woman, be- 
 lieve me, the hour cometh when ye ſhall necther 11 this Mountain, nor yt 
at Jeruſalem worſhip the Father ? And did not the then Teacher of the 
m. Gentiles, in Baich and Verity, will them ro pray every where ? aſwell 
without any-ſcruple to the place, as without doubting in what they 
asked according to the ill of God 2 And dothnot the Lord by the- 
.Prophet Malachi ſay, that IN EVERY Place Incenſe ſhall be offered 
unto his Name, and a pure Offering.; and, that his Name ſhall be great 
among the Heathen ?. And in the Liturgy-of the Church of England, is 
it not ſaid, (viz.) [rs very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that m- || | 
ſhould 'at. All times, and: in eAll places, give thanks untothee, O Lord ff |, 
Almighty, aud everlaſting God, &c. And 1s rot Chriſt there, and in the }} , 
_ midſt of them, whereſoeverit be that tio or three are gathered toger Þ| 
" ther in his Name ?- | ; 
© And, gid not the primitive Chriſtians of the Cities of Corinth, Ephe. || , 
ſue, and Theſſalonica, Fe. inthe Worſhip of God, meer apart from || fi 
the Jewiſh Synagogues, andfrom the Idol Temples? - And, were not || y 
the Aſſemblies of God's true Worſhippers in Fer«ſalem approved of 
by Gad, who in-the Worſhip of God met apart from them who wor- || $ 
ſhipped in. the Temple ? for, were not the Churches of J#dea and Sa- | x 
xaria, and of all Afiaand Macedonia, which were in God the Father, || jj 
fc 
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” and inour Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo many diſtig& Congregations, and all 
e Tran- 
JLations. 


- Fparaged from their ſeveral, National. Worſhips 2-a5 .in.ſom 


48 


27”) Jo 


Gations-the 2d Cor, 1.1; is read, {nto"the Congregation of God which 
4 at Corinth , and Gal.z,2, Unto the Congregations at Galatia,&c, and 
Jgs.(o many ſeparated and diftin& Congregacions, all in' the Unity of 
| God the Fatlter and of Chrift.in the midſt of them ; had notthey pow- 
er and authority from Cheilt, and-by his Preſence with them, either 
in their own hired houſes, or in-any other convenient places, to meer 
together in his Name, for the exzrciſe of Religion and'Worſhip; and 
| the adminiſtration-of holy things within and among themſelves. 

t i Arewe not all to bethe Servantsof God only, and not the Szrvants 

» | of men, inthe things of God, which concerns his heavenly Kingdom 
and Government ?. as it is written 1 Cor, 7.23. Te are bought with 4 

* | price; be not ye the ſervants of men - for, are got the:macters of Reli- 

d | gion God's matters? and, is not God only our Maſter 'in' the matters 

r 

6 


' of- his Spiritual Worſhip ?: hath.not the Lord only the ſole power over 
both our Souls and our Bodies, in his own Worſhip and Service ? and 
, | isnot the Lord only, the alone Judge in and over our Conſciences-3 
s. | And muſt-not we all Rand- or fall co our own Maſter? as it is wiit- 
* || ten, Rom. 14.4. Who art thoa that julgeſt anather mars. ſervant ?- to his 
« | imn Maſter be ftandeth or falleth,, Ts 'not mans judgment and autho« 
t Þ| rity over the conſciences of the Lord's-Servants, in the matters of Re- 
© | ligion and Worſhip, herein by the Apoſtle excluded, in that whicthe - 
| F here Caith, ho art thou that judgeſt another mans ſervant ?+to bis own « 
f | Maſter be ftandeth or fallith, ' In the late , Annotation; publiſhed in 
e | the year 165T, on John 7.51. it-is ſaid; Thoſe whom-Gid hath ſet in 
0 | Authority, may and ought to judge of Secular buſineſſes , but of mans final 
t | fate Chriſt only # to judge, And did not the Apoſtles deny Loxd- 
s F ſhip over.the Conſciences of God's Heritage, and diſclaim-to have 
©: | wy Dominion over.their Faith ? for, doth not Perer+in his exhortati+ 1 Pet 
0 Þ| onto the Elders to feed the flack of God; ſay, Neither as being-Lords 3. 
over God's Heritage ? And doth-not Paw! to the Corinthians ſay, Nat 2C9 
* | for that we have Dominion over your Faith? Is there then- any ſuch 24, 
| Lordſhip or Dominion, by the Szcular Powers, in the Spiritual Body, 
'- | as togive Law and Rile to the Faith and Conſciences of God's faith= 
N | ful and true Worthippers, in the matters-of Religion, and for the 
t'] Worſhip of God? | 
f Are the Servants of God-therefore to make men-their Maſters in the 
- | Szrvice of God ?- or, are th? Commandments- of men to be their Li-- 
- | mits and Preſcriptions for. the Wotſhip of God ?- or rather, Are not 
» | they falſe teachers, and th:nelves.1n the falſe and vain worſhip, who 
|} for the Wocthip of God reach for Doctcines the. Commandments of _* 
” || en? for, of {uch.worſhippers aud Teachers doth.not Chuift ſay, Rus | 


O, 
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b. in uain do they warſhip me;tearhing for dottrinet the rommaudments of min} 


And for the Servants of God, to reſign the power over their ſouls, and 
their ſoul-concernments, into the hands of men, and foxghem in ſub- 


' jeQion' to the commandments of men, to yeeld up th: dominion over 


their conſciences to man, which only belongs to God; is not this in 
the things of God -to make-themſelves the Servants'of men ? and heje-: 


_ In is not the Lord: rejeed, and his Soveraignty and Dominion con. 


temned ard reproached ? Andinthe concerns of their eternal being, 
do they not in this ſtand or fall to: men, as their Maſters ? or, will 
Chriſt profit them any thing, ho in the chings which concern his own 
Heavenly Kingdom and Government, do'yeeld their Souls and their 
Conſciences to be-yok'd and bound by men 2-7 

- Are not the Lord's Servants here (in the things'of the Eord)both by 
the Apoſtles Doctrine and Example, to be lefr to their Lord's Judge- 


- ment; and to ſtand or fall; as by his Juſtice they are either juſtified or 


condemned, without their-being judged by mans judgment ? And ag 
among men, tt is accountediunequal, for -one man to exercife-autho- 
rity over another mans'Servant, and an injury to the Maſter ; 'So,doth 


not the Lord here by the Apoſtle ſharply reprove the preſumption of 
thoſe, who at all take upon them to judge the Lord's Servants in the 


#.19 matters. of Religion ; eſpecially in thoſe things which are owned 
> © by him, and which by him ze allowed in them ; 


-- and wherein 
the Lord hath received-them , and: doth accept of them' > And, 
will not the Lord as ſeverely judge them , . and their uſurpation and 
Hypocnifie, as they in the exerciſe of authority over the Lord's 
Servants, are ſevere in their judgments, and do judge that which 
is of God in them : for, is it not an high provocation in them; and, 


are not they uſurpers, who exerciſe authority over the Servants of - 


ChriRin thoſe things in which Chriſt only is their Laivgiver and rhett 
Judge ? And, are not they hypocrites, who under'the pretence of thei! 
tervice to Chriſt, do perſecute the Members and Servants of Chiiſt ; 
and, that pretend it good ſervice to God, to take ftrong the bands of 
the Righteous, and with the fiſt'of wickedneſs toſmite the Lord's Ser- 
vants ? And when the Lorl comes to make inquiſition for Blood, and 
wrongs done, in an hour that they are not awvate of, will he not then 
rememver them, and appoint them their portion with Hypocrites ? 
For, as to the matters of Conſcience in Religion & the Worſhip of 
God;and-all thoſe things which relate to the inward man; is not eve- 
ry man to ſtand before the Judgement-Seat of Chriſt," that every one 
may receive'the things done in fits body'? and isnot this by the Apo- 


ile made ufe'of, as at Argument or-Reaſon, why Chriſtians ſhould 
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| (23) "FE 
got therefore judge one another 1n bs matters of Religion, nor fet at - ? 
nought their Brother, in things in which he is neither to himſelf nor 
to any man, but to the Lord only; in that which he ſaith, Bur why doſt Roms 
thou jwdge thy Brother ? or, why doſt thou ſat-at nonght thy Brother ? we 10,0 
ſhall all fland lefore the Fudgment-ſeat of Chiiſt : For it is wrenten, As1 | 
live, ſaith the Lord, Every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 
fe to God, Doth noc the Apoltte herein, reprove among Chriſtians 
- their judging-one another, and their ſetting at nought one another-in 
the matters of Religion, and all thoſe things in which they are to the 
Lord, and'not to th.mielves or to man,-both as aw'ufurpation of Gods 
right, to whom-only every knee mult bow, and every tongue confeſs, 
23.to all thoſe things which are only proper tothe Judgment of God, 
and not to mans judgment ? and alſo, as 2 violation of the. Brother- 
hood ; which relation of equality and fellowihip as Brethren, in the 
things of God amongſt Chiltians,' and as/Members rogether, of the 
famz Body, ſhould de preſerved in the-unity of 'the' Spirit, and by the 
bond of -Peace, and todetet them fromit; by their being'iaccountable 
to God for ut? OL GIDETGY HEL ; »1 
Are not the Lord's Servants in the-things of God, which by Chriſt | 
xediftinguiſhed from the things that are Ceſars, therefore to be left * 
wiberty by Magiſtrates, to ſtand orfall to their own Miſter; thats 
t6ſay; as to their Conſciences in matters of Religton;and the Worthip 
o God > For, in the fegiment of tlieir Souls, and rhe dominion -over-* 
their Conſciences, 18 not the Lord only their Matter, and not man 7 
And, are they not tlizrefore bought with a price; that in the things. of 
God they ſhould not be the ſervants of meni? And wherein they are 
Freeimen; & to, be atiberty fromthe Laws of men;"are they not-there- . - i 
Inctic Lord's Servants, and under the Law'to'Chritt? andeven inthe 
Body, are they not accountibleto 'Himastheir Judge,. whoſe Judge: 
ment-ſeat is ſet up in their Souls 7 And by the Law of Chriſt are they 
got- judged, if they tranſgrefſs, in things in which rhey are at liberty 
ftom the Laws of men ? for, doth not his- Law take hold, where. their 
baws: cannot reach? and, are not: theit thoughts,'and the intents of 
theit: hearts opened in them, 'and manifet to theſearcher of . hearts ? 
For, is not the Sword of his'Spirit; (5.0. ) his Word, which is nigh them, 
quick and powerful, and ſhurper than any twc=edged Sword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſundzr of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joynts and 
firro'v ; to tae diſcerning of the thoughts and ihtentsof the hear 
And is not the Judg? of all{which Either juſtifies'or.coadems in every 
mans conſcience) alwayes before the d6or'of theit hearts, in their own 
conſciences,to condema al that either entreth-in or cometh forth, that 


F. #8 againſt him? a8 it is written, Grudge not one againſt anther, Brethren 


| leſtye be condemned ; behold, the Fudge flandeth before rhe door, 
And in that which by the Apolile-1s :concluded, as inevitable, vis, 
[14 $0 then' every one of us ſhall. grve 41 account of -bimfelf $6God. Doth he 
not herein; reaienably exclude. the, gudgments\of men, in the matteig. 
of Religion and Conſcience, relating to the Worſhip-of God, as him. 
p14 ſelf next ſaith, viz. Let ws not therefore judge one another any more ; but 
gudge this:rather, that no man put 4 ſiumbling-block,, 'or an occaſion to fal 
in his Brothers way : for ſceing that no man-can by any means redeem 
his Brother, nor give to:God-a ranſom for his ſoul, - but that every one 
muſt account for himſelf to.Ged ; is it therefore reaſonable, that any. 
man (hould impoſe upon another,contrary to his faith and conſcience, 
and in the ſpiritual concernments of his ſoul, relating to his everlaſting 
being, in which the Impoſer cannot anſwer to God ſatisfaQtorily for 
the impoſed upon, nor redeem his ſoul, be therein miſcarrying? And, 
do not they-put Rumbling-blocks in their Brothers way, and an occahi- 
on for him-:to fall, who impoſe. upon; their Brotheg in ſpiritual things, 
Im, 14. contrary to his faith and conſcience ? for, whatſoever #2 not of faith, 
fin : and, if his own conſcience condemn hin, God ts greater, 4 
13." And foraſmuchas every one muſt account for himſelf to Gad, ig it 
Not therefare alſo.reaſonable, that in. the things of God every man's 
conſcience ſhould be thorowly ſatisfied, and their minds by the Lord 
14-Teſws Chriſt fully periwaded ; as it is wiitten, Let every man be fuly 
perſwaded in his own mind; rather than that any ſhould be forced can-. 
trary to their minds,and againſt their conſciences, by the laws of men: 
| for, is not every one that doubteth in what he doth, condemned in 
r.23+ himſelf? as it is written, He that doubreth 65 -damned, if be eat. Doth 
it not therefore concetn every one that believerh, ro keep the Faith 
by which hs Rands, even as he hath received; and his conſcience void 
y. 22, of offence; as it is written, Haſt thou Faith ? have it to thy ſelf before 
God, Happy # he that condemneth not himſelf in that thing he allonah, 
And js notevery mans conſcience to be perſivaded by the Lord Jeſus 
7,14. Chiiſt, - as ſaith the Apoſtle ? 1 kyow and am perſwaded by the Lord Fe- 
ſs, &c. andratherby the terrour of the Lord, than by the terrour of 
or.5 men; a$it is Written, Knowing therefore the terrour of the Lord, m 
ls perſmade men, &c. 

And in order therefore to their bein? fully ſatisfied in their conſci- 
ences by the Lord: Jeſus, are they not 1n the Light of Chriſt ro try 
things that differ ?. and in all, are they not to prove what that g00d 
and perfet Will of God is ?, And when 1n the true diſcerning of that 
which is right ia the fight of God, they are fully perſwaded, and their 
ny | | conſcier 
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| gotiſciences'thorowly ſatisfied by the Lord: Jefus Chriſt; are'they not 
| fedfaftly-to hold fat the Good, whatſoever Laws by men may be made Þ 
againſt it; as it-is written, Proveall things ; hold faſt that which uw 1 TH 
, BB od? for otherwiſe, if the matters of Faich, and the mannerof Gods 5.2 
;. & Worſhip, ſhould depend upon the Laws of men ; may not: then out 
Eaith' and Religion; and the mann2r of : God's! Worſhip, as oft,be {| 
changed, as the minds of: Magiſtrates may change ? 
And, 1s 4t nor poſkble that Magiſtrates may err in matters of Reli.. 
gion and Worſhip, (for therein are they not of different minds in E#- | 
rope) and for the People.to, bt ſeduced, even by their Magiſtrates ? 


. 


F 
{ 
| 
| 
IB fot of Manaſſeh, is:it not faid that hriſeduced the People-to do more evil, 2 K 
[ 
d 


then did the:N ations whom the Lord deſtroyed before the children of Iſrael? 21.5 
And'did not Fereboars drive Iſrael from following the Lord, and make them 2 Ki 
fe a great Jin? And doth not the Lord by the Prophet 1ſa:ah, as grie- 17. 
ved therewith, ſay, O my People, they which lead thee, cauſe thee to err, Iſa. 
ad deiFroy the way of thy patbs,?, And did not Jadah quore to the Pro- 12. 
pher Jeremab, as examples, ' the Antiquity:of their Anceſtors, and the» | 
Authority and PraRiice of her Rulers, for the abominable Idolatrous Fer, 
Worſhip ; in the exerciſe of which ſhe promiſed to her ſelt both peace x7. | 
| FF und plenty? £4 1577 | 
= = And, Ak not the Idolatrous Prieſts ordained by the Kings of Fu- 2 Ki 
| I 4b, to bun Incenſe in the HighePlares, in the Cities of Judah, and 23-5 
| © inthe Places round about Fernſalem? | | | 
- And in the true and Spiritual Worſhip of God, is there not the ex- 
etciſe and operation of the true and. living Faith, which workerh by 
Love? for, was it not by Faith that Abel: offered a mote acceptable 
GUcrifice than Cain? 'and, without Faith :it 35 mpiſſible to pleaſe God : Hil 
for he that approacheth to God, muſt believe that he ts, and that hes are- © 
narder of them that diligently ſeek bym, And is this Faith either in the + 
vift of Magiſtrates? or, doth it operate by the force of their Laws ? 
And in order that the Lord may be truly, ſpiritually, and acceprtably 
| Forſhipped ; muſt there not be of necefiity, an underſtanding in ſome 
meaſure of the Will of God in his Worſhippers ; and ſo mixt with, 
Faith, as that their minds may be fully perſwaded,and their conſcien-: 
ces thorowly ſatisfied, both as to the matter and manner of his Wors 
 F fhip? or elſe, will not their Sacrifice be as of the blind, and the halt, 
" | and maimed? Andis this underſiandipg of the Will of God given to 
them by the exerciſe of Secular-Force 2. or, ace their conſciences to 
be ſatisfied-by the executions of the- Laws of men; end- theix Penal- 
ties? Orcather,aie they not to look znto the perfett Law of Liberty,(the Tam; 
| Royal Law, on which hangs all the Laiv and the Prophets ; ard ac-25.; 
" : . po 
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F cording to which the- Laws of men ought to be regulated ) which in 
| their hearts is vritten, and not in litteral or outward Commands, noy 
by the Preſcriptions of men ; but with the Spirit of the living God, . 
and therein to learn of Chriſt the will of God concerning his own 
Worſhip and Service. 

And, muſt not the Lord be worſhipped by his own ſpiritual and im. 
mortal Birth, and with the returns of the breathings of his own Life, 
in the unity of his own Spirit, and of the Truth as it is in Jeſus ; and 
rather according to the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, than 
either with the Inventions or by the Precepts-of men ? Or, can the 
Lord be truly and ſpiritually worſhipped on earth, but by his own Spis, 
rit, and in the Truth, and of them: that ate of this Spirit > And, is the 
Spirit of the Lord either to be limited or dixected by men 2. for, doth 


40, not the Prophet of the Lord ſay, Who hath direfied the Spirit of the 


Lord, or being bus Counſellor, hath taught hizs.? Or, do themſelves truly 
._. diſcern the Spiritual Worthip of God, in the inward feeling of that 
which is Immortal of God ir them, in which only God is:to be wor- 
ſhipped ; and in the ſenſible motion and opgation of the Spirit of 
God, ſpeaking in them, and making Interceflion for them, according 
to the will of God, and not after the will of man ; in which fleſh igsto. 
bz ſilent, and the man paſſive, -who preſctibes to others By-Laws or 
Canons for the Worſhip of God ?: for, doth not the Apoſtle ſay, #6 
know. not what to pray for as we onght, but the Spurit it ſelf makzth re. 
queſt for us with fighs which- cannot bs expreſſed ? And, doth not Chriſt 
« lay, 1c ts not ye that ſprak,, but the-Spirit of your Father which ſpeakgth 
« in you? And if the Apoſtles knew not beforehand what to pray for as 
they ought ; is the Lord then truly and ſpiritually worſhipped by the 
reading of Rinted Forms of Prayer, impoſed for the pablick Worſhip. 
of God, and which are not only known beforehand, but are alſo read 
week after week, and year after year ? 

And if by migbt and power any ſhould be farc'd aſtray, to worſhip 
God in.that manner which is contrary to the Law of God in theit 
conſciences, (though highly eſteemed amongR men)- would fot even 
their Prayers be their fin? for, dottryot Selomon ſay, He that turneth 
away bis ear from hearingthe Law, even bus prayer ſhall be abomination. 

* And be that cauſeth the Righteous to go aſtray by an evil way, ſhall fall 
* wtohisownpit, And is not their fin great, and will not their ſtripes 
be many, - who either by force. or ſubtilty are either drawn or driven 
ro worſhip God after that manner, Which is contrary to their knows 
ledge and conſcience? Andif by the force of Might and Power, any 


- ſhould be diiven contrary to God's witneſs in their conſciences, will 
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rhey not hereby be run into trenſgretfion and Rebellion againſt God ? 4 


and will not the Witneſs of God in them, in their own conſciences, 
be their condemnation-? And is not Rebellion as the fin of Wirch- 
craft,and Tranſgretſion asWickedneſs & Idolatry > And,are their own 
conſciences pure and without offence, and tender, and in the feeling 
\of anothers conſcience? or rather, 'are not their conſciences repro- 
bated, without remorſe and unſenfible, who by force would defile and 
offend, and even wound and wrack the conſciences of others ? 

And do not they fin againſt Chriſt the Head, who ſo fin avainſt his 
Body the Church, and who grieve his Spirit,and oppreſs his Members, 
by impoſing rigorouſly upon them heavy burdens, which they are not 
able to bear, even to the wounding of their conſciences if they ſub- 
'Mit ; and, as much as in them lyeth, to deftroy their ſouls for whom 
Chriſt died? And if the donbtful thoughts of them that are weak in 


the Faith,in things that are laivful in themſelves,are not to be judged; 


2$it is written, Rom.14., 1, Hins that ts weak tn the Faith, recerve you, 


bit not to judg his dowbfol thoughts, (ſee the margent.) Is thefaith and 


certain knowledge of God's true Worſhippers then to be judged as 
to the manner of God's Worſhip, which they aſſuredly believe tobe 
the will of God, 'and certainly -know to be of the Lord, and required 
of them, as his Law unto them? Was the noiſe either of Hammer or 
Ax, or of any Tool of Iron, heard in the Houſe of God whilſt it was 


' an building by Se/omon? And are the Laws of men then, and their 


Penalties and Puniſhments, to be the Foundations now, on which 


-God's Spiritual Houſe is to be built? or, is the matter for the Houſe - 
| of God now, to be hewen out, and hammered, and prepared by armed- 


men and the noiſe of the clattering of Arms, with which the peace- 
able Meetings of the Quakers have been often aſſaulted and broken 
up, and their Bodies burt and bruiſed > Is Force and. Violence ex- 
erciſed by men on the Body, the way of God to ſave the ſoul > Did 
not the Prophet in the power of God, and in the might of his Spirit, 
declare againſt them, who built up Zo» with blood and ler»ſalews with 


-wronge - 


And is it not uncharitable among Chriſtians, and againſt the Law 


both of Love and Equity, - and that which they would not'be done un- 
to themſelves; for one to impoſe upon another; as to their Faith and * 
- Conſcience, in the matters of Religion and Worſhip, contrary to the 


Law which rules in their Conſciences, and to that which they believe 


'to be the Will of God 3 and to that in which they are not to them- 
-ſelves, but to the Lord; and to that in which the Lord bath receiyed. 
.* "them, and doth accept of them ? For, doth not the Royal Lav com- / 


, 


| 


tp. mand, to love thy neighbowr 4s thy ſelf and/hath not Chriſt ts hisDig. 
' .ciples commanded, laying,” What ſoever ye would that men ſhould do una. 
t, you, do ye even ſo to them ; for this 1s the Law and the Prophets. 
| Are not even Gainſayers by ſound Do&iine, both to be convinced 
and exhorted?. and 1n meckneſs ate not they to beinſtrudted, who op. 
.poſe themſelves? and are- not even unbelievers, and them that obey 
not the Goſpel-of pur Lord-Jeſus Chriſt, to 'be gathered: by the Word 
of -God preached, and to be won by moderation and ſoberneſs, and 
-by the good converſation of them that believe ? And is not the Word 
of God of more force, inwardly to execute the righteous Judgments of 
-God for-diſobedience,and to.canvince, perſwade, and compel to obe. 
dience, than all the force and ſtrength. of men 2 for, is it not there- 
fore by the Lord likened to. a Fire, 'and to a- Hammer which breaks 
the Rocks in pieces ?. reade ler, 23, 29, & 20.9, &6,11, &F5, 14, 
Tſa.49.2. & 30.30,» & I1, 44 
And,. was not. the: Baptiſm of Repentance,. which by Job»: was 
preached, as'an Ax-from;Godin his band, for. the cutting. down ' of 
truitlefs Trees? and Were not They prickt in their hearts with the-force 
-of the Word, and the authority of the Dccrine, which by the Apoſtles 
was preached ? And did not Fe{ix tremble before Paul, when he rea- 
ſoned of Righteouſneſs,and Temperance, and of Judgment to come ? 
Ard is not therefore the matter for the building of the Church of God, 
to.be-prepared by the Miniſtry of -his:- Word in: God's Authority, ra- 
ther than by the force and terrot of men ?,-And -are-not even thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves,to be ſubdued by the Goſpel. of Chriſt uhte the obe- 
.dience of God, in his. Spiritual Service and Worſhip ? For, is not the 
Goſpel of Chriſt the Power of God ? And, is not the Authority of the 
.Word,and the Force-of the Goſpel, in which. the Power. of-God is made 
manifeſt, the means by. God appointed 40 ſatisfte-dovbts;; and to de- 
'cide Controverſies in. mattergof- Religion' and: manner of Worſhip? 
Por, is.not the Word of -God: both quick - and powerful, and the Sword 
of the Spirit, and ſharper for the-convincement of Gainſayers,'than 
. the two-edged Swords of men ? for, doth it not pierce,to the diſcern- 
vg of the, thoughts and. intenty of [the heart; and inwardly foice-.and” 
compel, where the Force-of-| men can neither reach nor enter ?.. | 
. Andi, Power. in Magiſtrates- over the. Faith and Conſciences. of 
God's faithful and true Warſhippers, in the- matters of Religion and 
Worſhip, be pretended unto as.they are MagiRrates;- may not then 
_ _ Antichyiſtiap or Heathen Magiſtrates, prezend ta the ſame -power, to 
| | averIule the Faith of their Subjects, and; compel them-to their Reli- 
. giog 3,-and. by theix. penalties and puniſhments, -to force their Con- 
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{ciences to worſhip Idols >: And, if ſuch power in Magiſtrates be-prek -* 
tended unto asthey are Chriſtians ;/ are. we nor to diftinguith berween 
the Office or Authority of Magiſtrates, in the adminiftration of their 
Civil Power; as Rulers and Governours ; and the Religion of Magi- 
rates as they are Chriſtians ; by which they have fellowſhip in the 
Church, as Members of the Spiritual Body; of which Chriſt only is the 
Head ; among them that in Chriſt Ieſws are called & ſanRified through 
the Truth, in which many are one Body, ayd all Members one of an« 


one Spirit? And as Chriſtians therefore, are not all Brethren, as in 
that, Rate, and the Chiefelt to. be the Szrvant of all, and that not ti 
wlarly only, and be ſerved of all, butin the Truth and for the Goſpel- 
ſake to ſerve all.? | | 
-And whereas thoſe Scriptures, viz. Let every ſoul be ſubjet to the Ro 
bigher Powers, &c. and, Put thens in mind to be ſubjelt to Principalities 13 ,' 
aud Powers, to.obey (Magiſtrates,cc. and, Submit your ſelves to every Tit. 
Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, &c. are many times, by (many 1 P4 
brought again the, Quakers, thereby to fignifie to them, as if ſub- 2; 
jRion and-obedience:to.Magiltrates, as to rheir Faith and Conſcien- 
ces, in the matters of Religion and the Worſhip of God, is required 
of them by the authority of theſe Scriptures, | 
I anſwer, Thatin theſe Scriptures precited, here-is indeed requt 
zed ſubjeRion-and obedience, even by Chriſtians to Magiſtrates, in 
all thoſe matters. and things which concern their outward man ; bur, 
that ſubjeRion and, ob2dience- to Magiſtrates by.Chriftians, as to the 
exerciſe of their Faith and Conſciences,in the martergof Religion and 
the Worſhip of God, which are the concerns of the inward man; can» 
not reaſonably bz underſt>od hexe,'to be required by the Apoſtles in 
theſe Scriptures, I offer this as teaſon,' v4z.. Becauſe the then Magi-- 
ſeates,to whom obedience was required'by the'Apoltles,as to Religion 
were Heathens, and worſhippers of falſe gods ; And is- it reaſonable. 
for any to helieve,that the Apoſtles herein, required that the primitive 
ChriRttans ſhould ſubjzct- the exerciſe of their Eaith and Conſciences, . 
under thz dominion-of them, that as-to.their Religion were Infidels; 
or, that the Church of Chiitt, as to matters of Religion and the'Won- 
ſhip of God, ſhould bz governed by Heathen Rulets, that were them-- 
ſelves.Idolators and worſhippers of falſe-gods ? - 
_ Andif it ſhould-be yet afferted by any, That the Apoſtles here in 
theſe Scriptures,,intended the ſubjeRion-and obedience of the inward 
man ; and charthe: primutve Chriſtians were to be ſubj:z& as to theie | 
Faith and Conſciences,in the matters of Religion and the Worſhip of } 
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Ged, 'to the then Heathen Magiſtrates ;' will it not then follow, that 
if the then Heathen Magiſtrates had made Laws to force the primitive 
Chiiſtians from their Chriſtian Religion, and their Worſhip which is 
in Spirit and in Truth, according to the Doctrine of Chriſt, Fohy 4, 
And to require them to worſhip the falſe gods of the Heathen (5; e,) 
the Idols which the then Heathen Magiſtrates worſhipped 3 Muſt not 
the primitive Chriftians then of necefiity havebeen ſubjet? And is 
not this'abſurd to affert > And muſt it not therefore of neceſſity ſol. 
low, that the fubjeRion and obedience here required by the Apoſtles - 
in theſe Scriptures, is only as to all thoſe matters and things which re- 
late to the outward man ; and not at all of the ſubje&ion of the inward 
man in the things of God, which relate to his own Spiritual Worſhip 

and Service ? 

And as to this diſtinQion, did not Chriſt himſelf diſtinguiſh be. 
tween things ; and aſcribe to God his things (z. e.) the things that are 
proper to God only, and not to man; and alſo, allow unto Ceſar his 
things (z. e.) to the chief Magiſtrates of every Nation, the things that 

th, belong to them, in that which he ſaith, Render therefore to Ceſar the 

21, things that are Ceſars, and unto God the things that are Gods? And is not 

the inward man the Image of God ? and are not the things of the in- 
ward man, Which relate to the Worſhip of God, of his inſcription, or 
under his only Dominion ; as Ceſar had his image and ſuperlicription 
tampt on their Coin, to fignifie his Dominion over them, as to the 
things of their outward man? And in that which Peter ſaith, Submit 
your ſelves to every Ordinance of man, &c. is it not manifeſt, that he 
herein intended their ſubmiſſion in the things of the outward man, by 
his own example in the caſe; for when the Magiſtrates interpoſed theit 
Commands in the things of God, did he not anſiver them, ſaying, 
s 4. Whether it be right in the fight of God, to hearken unto you more than us- 
+ © toGod, judge ye? Andagaingdid not he, with the other Apoſtles, in an- 
5 F. {wer to the Magilttates, ſay, We ought to obey God rather than men ? And 
» was itnotas to the matters of Relivion, and for the exerciſe of their 
| Faith and Conſciences in the Service and Worſhip of God, that the 
Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians ſuffered Perſecution by the Magi- 
rates ? 3 
And whereas, when things by Magiſtrates are commanded, which . 
for Conſcience-ſake cannot be obeyed by them who endeavour-to keep 1 
their Conſciences void of offence, that which is written, Row, 13.5, 
[Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjett, not only for wrath, but alſo for Conſct- 
ence-ſake] is often objeRed, thereby to infinuate, That MagiRrates 
have dominion over the Conſcience in the thipgs of the injvard man, 
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of God ; do they not then incur the wrath of God ? and if they =_ | 


' | (3) Yup” 
F auſwer, That every man is bound in his Conſcience by the Tord*” * 


and to the Lord, to obey the juft Commands of their Magiſtrates, not 


only for wraths ſake by man, but alſo for conſcience ſake to God,. ac- 
cording to this Scripture,is not ar all by the Quakers denied; But be- 
caſe Magiſtrates are to bz obeyed for conſcience ſake to God; and as 
the conſcience is bound by God to their obedience, and not by man, 
doth it therefore folloiv that Magiſtrates have dominion over the con- 
ſcience > And are not Magiſtrates as wel to be ſubmitted unto for the 
Lord's ſake, as for conſcience ſake 2 or, have Magiſtrates dominion 
over that in others, which in themſelves hath dominion over them 2? 
For, is not that in man called Conference, which in the light of Chriſt 
both knows and feels; and which as it were is the Throne of God in 
mn, and the Seat of his divine Lzw, and of the Juſtice of God > for 
th not every man either peace or trouble, as wWith.the Light of Chriſt 
(which is the Law of God) in his own conſcience, he is either juſtified 
or condemned ? $255 

Or, can Magiſtrates be obzyed for conſcience ſake in things againſt 
conſcience ? or, can they be ſubmitted unto for the Lord's ſake in 
things againſt the Lord? or, muſt Magiſtrates be obeyed for conſci- 
ence ſake in the things of the outward man ; and muſt not the Lord 
be obeyed for conſcience ſake in-things of the invvard man, which con- 
cerns his oivn Worſhip and Service ? or, do they either obey God or: 
Mrgiftrates for conſcience ſake, who in- the Worſhip of God are by 
men forc'd againſt their conſciences > And becauſe Magiſtrates are by: 
Chriſtians to bz obeyed for conſcience ſake, may it not therefore be 
of caution to Magiſtrates in their Government, to-take heed,that they 
require nothing againſt the Laiv of God in the conſcience, that ſo by: 
Chriſtians they may be obzyed for conſcience ſake > And if the Laws- 
of men do anſwer to the Law of God in the conſcience, will not every- 
one then that refifls the Power, as well be made ſenſible of the wrath: 
of God in his conſcience,' as deſerving of the wrath-of men upon his. 
outward man ? 

And by the oppoſite Commands of God and man ; are not the con= 
ſciences of them that are required to obey, deeply concerned, and 
themſelves greatly tryed ? for of neceſſity are nor they forc'd irito ſore: 
ſufferings, either by the wrath of God, or by the wrath of mar ; that: 
isto ſay, if: man forbids that which God commands, or if God for-. 
bids that which man commands, muſt they not ſuffer either by God- 
or man? for in this caſe of neceſſity muſt not either God or man be 
difobeyed 2 And if they obey the Laws of men, contrary to the Law 
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the Lai of God, contrary to Sad of men; do they not then intyy 
the wrath of men ? And altbough the Wrath of God be the greater; 
yet, is not the wrath of men very great, and grievous to be born, when 
1t 15 executed ? 4 | 

- But in this caſe, muſt not the Lord be obeyed. rather than man 7 
For, as to Soveraignty, is not the Lord higher than the highelt?- and, 
doth not the Lord regard the Oppreflions of the Innocent ; who in 
their ſufferings have none to flee unto but to himſelf only? as ir is 
wiitten, If thox ſceſt the Oppreſſion of the Poor, and violent perverting 
of Fudgment and Fuſtice in a Province, marvel not at the matter : for He, 
that is higher than the Higheſt regardeth ; and there be higher than they, 
And, doth not the wrath of man turn to the praiſe of God ? | And the 
remainder of wrath will nat he reſtrain 7 And, as to their eternal eſtate, 
Are not the conceins of the ſoul, greater than the concerns of the bo. 
dy? and, even in this life, is-not peace with God in the conſcience, 
more to be regarded, than to be parted with to avoid ſufferings: by. 
men ? For, what is/any man profited, by-eaſe, liberty and pleaſures in 
the body, if to gain this, he loſe, his ſoul ?. and what would not 4 
wiſe man part wich, or ſuffer, to gain his ſoul ? 

And, are not Magiſtrates as they are Chriſtians, prohibited by Chriſ 
from the exerciſe of authority and dominion over the Faith and Con. 
ſciences of God's true Worſhippers, in the matters of Religion. and 
the Worſhip of God ; asit 1s written, at.20.25,26,27, The Princes 
of the Gemtiles exerciſe domunion over them, and they that are great, ex- 
erciſe arthority upon them + but it ſhall not be [o among you ; but whoſoever © 
will be Great among you, let him be your Miniſter : and whoſoever will be 
Chief among you, tet bjyms be your Servant, Which cannot be underſiood, 
that Chriſtians ſhould not be ſubje& to the jult Government of their 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates in Secular things ; becauſe in Secular things, 
even Chriſtians are bound in conſcience by God, to be ſubjeR to the 
juſt Government even of Heathen Magiſtrates ; May not this prohi- 
bition, viz. But zt ſhall not be ſo among you, therefore be' rather un-, 
derſtood, the prohibiting by Chriſt of Secular Authority and worldly 
Domipvion,- to be exerciſed among Chiiftians, for the. government of 
his Church in the Heavenly and Spiritual things of God ? And alſo, 
becauſe in the Government of the Church, The Greatelt ts to be their 
Miniſter, and the Chiefeſt to be the Servant of all : and: is it ſo in the 
Government of the Church by Secular Powers ? 

« For, 4s not the Church of Chriſt, a Spiritual Body ? and muſt not its 
Government therefore be Spiritual, even by the Divine Authority 
and Heavenly Dominion of .Chrift himſelf, as the o_e ens and 
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Governor of the Church, which is his Myſtical Body, and the fulneſs of 

| him that fillech all in all ; And may not this therfore be of caution, as 
Fell to Chriſtian Magiſtrates, as to Heathen Magiſtrates, to rake heed 

| ef exerciling that 'Authority and Dominion among Chrittiang,over the 
| $piticuzl Bodyf Chriſt, in.the matters of Faith and Worſhip, and the 
| things of | God relating 'to the inward man ; ( which by Chriſt are di- 
| Ringuiſhed, from the things of Ceſar) which they exerciſe, and which 
may be given them-of God,-to be exerciſed by them, for their Civil 
| ' Policy, and the Government of the Politick Body, in things Secular 
and-relating'to the'ourward man ?' For, is not the Power by which the 
| Church is to be governed, by the Father given ta Chrif?, as the only 

Head of the Church ? and hath not Chriſt 1n himſelf kept the right of 
Soveraignty in the Government of his Church ? and is not Chrift him- 
t ſelf ever preſent in Spirit with his Church, for the adminiſtration of 
his Authority and Supremacy over the Church, and in the exerciſe of 
F his SovEraignty for the- Government of the Church ? And, doth not 
Chriſt inftruct them, and rule among them, by his Word and holy Un- 

) Rion, and his Commands unto them, and by the operation of his 
' Power in them ? and doth he not teach and govern them by the moti- 
ons, and miniſtries, and condu& of his Spirit, which abideth ith 
them, and dwelleth in them ; and by the vertues and efficacy of the 
gifts of his' Grace, which by him ate diſtributed to them? And herein 
doth-not Chrift reign, and rule, and teach and govern his Church him- | 
ſelf ? and hereby 1s not God glorified in theChurch by Chrift through- 
out all ages? asitis written, Anto him be glory in the Church, by Chriſt Ephq 
2L, } 


Jeſus, thorowont all ages, world without end, Amen. 


| ' And though Authority, and Superiority, and Magiſtracy, and Power 
; juſtly derived, and lawful Dominion, in the exerciſe of Civil Powes, . 
| for the Government of the Po'itick- Body, be the Ordinance of God ; 
| yet doth it therefore follow, that. the ſame is ordained of God for the 
Government of his Church ? For,are the motions of the Spirit of Chr:/t 
+ | itrbis Charch, and'the operations of 3he Power of Chr: in the Mem- 
| bers of his Myſtical Body, by Magiſratesto be bounded and limited, 
' | through the exerciſe of their Dominion over them, and of their Autho. 
riry upon them ; Are the gifts which by God are given, for the mutual 
edifying of the Church, to be ordered and diſpoſed of by Magiſtrates > 
have they power over, and the government of the manifeltations of 
the Spirit of God, and all thoſe different Adminiftrations, which are 
by the ſame Lord, and which by the working of one and the ſame Spi- 
rit, opefateth ſeverally in all, for the benehc of the Body, and the 
| Profir of every member f Or, had the then Heathen Magiſtrates the 
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* fame Authority over the Power and Spirit which operated in the Apo. 
Ales and primitive Chriſtians, as they were the Miniſters and Servancy 
of God, in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry and Service of the Church, 
which they had over their perſons, for obedience to their juſt Com. 
mands in outward things relating to their outvard man ? or, have 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates now the ſame dominion over the Spiritual Ad. 
minifizations of holy things in the Church, by the members of the 
Church, or by thoſe who by the holy Ghoſt are made Overſeers, to 
feed the Church of God, which they have over their perſons, for obe. 
dience to their juſt commands, in outward things, relating to the out. 
ward man? | | Y 

For, are Secular Laws and Penalties, the means appointed by God; 
to make Diſciples for Chriſt ; or, being made, to regulate them in the 
Spiritual Service and Worſhip of God ? can the outward force of e 
rerval compulſion by pains and puniſhments, ever truly ova of 
God, ot make clean the heart,or regenerate the ſoul, or renew tight 
ſpirit in man ? And muſt not that regulate, in the ſpiritual Service and: 
Worſhip of God, which begets, and converts to God ? Nor is tha 
which Chriſt ſaith, Zuky 14.23. Compel thens to come in, to be under= 
Riood of Secular force or outward compulſion,-but of the force of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; which is the Power.cf God to Salvation, and the 
compelling vertue of the Spirit of Chriſt ; Which in the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, by anſwering the witneſs in the conſcience, reacheth to 
the ſpirit in priſon, and by a taſte, not only invites, but by its pcwer: 
and vertue, compels and draws to-the Lord's Supper, them that were 
ſcattered by their extravagant luſis ; nordid the Apoſtles in their Spi- 
ritual Warfare, war after the fleſh, or by the belp of humane force, or 
outward compulſion ; For the weapons of their Warfare were net Carnal, 
or by Secular Laws and Penalties ; but mighty through God, to the pul. 
ling down the. ſtrong. holds, of them that ſtrengthened themſelves againſt 
the knowledge of God ; and Lringing into captizity.every thought to the 
obedience of Chriſt ; neither did they revengeuhe diſobedience of any, 
in matters of Worſhip, by the hand of the-Magiftrate, inflicting pains 
. and puniſhments on the body ; for they wreſtled not againſt fleſh and blond, 
but againſt power s of darkweſs,and the ſpirits of wickedneſs, which ftrong- 
ly hold the creature, under,the dominion. of Sin, and the reign of the 
Devil.. | | 

And to them that reſtrain thisprohibition of Chriſt, viz. But it ſhal 
»ot be ſo amzng.yeu, as if Chriſt herein only prohibited the exerciſe of. 
Hacheniſh Tyranny and Oppreſſion among Chiiftians ; Iſay, what 
Tycarny and Oppreſſion is g:eater, than by might and poiver toover. 
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| ſtrates then, by their power and might over-rule andadomineer over 


 Chriftians now, from their profeſſed Chrifti;an Magiftrates, without 


Enjoyed by the Lord's People, they by the Apoſtle are exhorted, That 1 


they may lead a quiet and praceable life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; that 
| fouls ſaved. 
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which he ſaith, Ezra 7. 23. Whatſoever ts commanded by the God of 


, Of Perſia, and reputed Heathens, aredy ſone brought, (as having a0 


(35 _ 
nile the Faith of the Juſt, and to M9 their Conſciences? And * 
if Heathen Magilirates, becauſe of their power and greatneſs, may 
pot after their own wills and pleaſures domineer and over-rule among 
Heathens, in the things of the outward man ; may Chriſtian Magi- 


Chriltians in the things of the inward man, and which relate to the | 
Spiritual Service and Worſhip of God ? * | | 
- And if a quiet and peaceable life, in the exetciſe of all Godlineſs 
towards the Lord,and in his Worſhip and S:rvice ; and of all Honeſty 
amongſt men, in their common occaſions, was the right of the primi- 
tive Chriſtsans, from their then Heathen Magiſtrates, though in the 
moſt 'naterial and weighty matters of Religion and Worſhip they 
viffzred from them ; ' why may it not be much rather the right of 


being moleſted by them, to live quietly and peaceably, in the exerciſe 
of all Godlineſs and Honeſty, though they differ as to the manner of 
Worſhip ; they giving unto Magiſtrates the things that are theirs, and 
unto God the things that are God's ; which Right, that it might be 


Supplications, and Prayers, aud Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be 1, 
"made for all men; for Kings, and all that are in Authority : that both 


their Magiſtrates alſo may have the knowledge of the Truth, and theit 


And when, through the Propheſyings of the Prophets, Haggas and x;, 
Zecharia, by the commandment of God, the Jews again began tobuild. 
the"'Houſe of God ; and though Darin the King, as to the Religion ? 
and Worſhip of the Jews, was a Heathen, yet he did not hinder them, 
nor at all moleſt them ; bat ractier furthered them by his aſſiſtance and 
proteRion ; and alſo furniſht them with Sacrifices, to the end, that x, 
they might pray for the Life of the King, and for his Sons ; and that g | 
Wrath from God might not break forth againſt the Realm, the King , | 
and his Sons ? And did not Artaxerxes, in his Decree, ſubmit the © ? 
concernments of the Houſe of God, to the Commands of God, in that 


Heaven, let it be diligently done, for the Houſe of the God of Heaven : for * 
why ſhould there be wrath againſt the Realm of the King, and his Sons ? 
which latter clauſe by ſome is read, the Realm, the King, and his 
Sons. | 

| And whereas the examples of Cyr, Darixs, and Artaxerxes, Kings 
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” thority over the Jews, as to the building of their Temple, and as regy. 
lating and reforming them as to their Sacrifices and Worlhip) as Ar. 
euments to prove, That Chriſtians now are. to be ſubject to their Chr;. 
" ſtian Magiſtrates in the matters of Religjon; that 1s to ſay, as to their 
Faith and Conſgiences in the Worſhip of God.. 
To.which / anſwer, firſt as to Cyr4-; What Commands did he im. - 
| poſe upon the Jews, as to the matters of their Religion ; or what force 
_ did he put upon.them,. as to. the building of the Temple ? was not 
the ſum of his Proclamation, for Liberty. to the captive Jews to re- 
turn to their own Land, and there to build the Temple ?- And wag-not 
this in their advantage, and as they would have it,as to their Liberty, 
and to worſhip God, as God himſelf had commanded them ; and might 
not who would, go, and who would, ay ?- And. were not their ſpirity 
raiſed up by the Lord, without the force of man,. who. to build the 
Houſe of the Lord, went up With the chief of- the Fathers of Judah 
and Benjamin, and the Prieſts, and the Levites, Exr,1x, 5. And was 
not the ſpirit of Cyr#s, alſo, (as tothis-thing ) Rirred up -by.the Lord, 
that the Word of the Lord, by.the mouth of Feremiah, might be fulfil- 
led? And though Cyrss, as to other things, perhaps may be reputed as 
a Heathen ; yer may this.therefore be reputed as heathenifh, which 
was of the Lord, and who long before he was born, was by the Lord, 
called hs ſhepherd ? Iſa.44.28,' Andalthough Dari the king, as to- 
Religion and Worſhip, differed much from the Fews, yet herein, was 
he not angxample of moderation and of indulgence, as to their liber- 
ty, therein, (who were then.under his Dominion, as. to their outward 
man) rather than of exerciſing Authority.over them, as. to their Reli- 
210n and manner of Worſhip; in that he was- not provoked to anger 
againſt them, nor at all difpleaſed with them, for their enterprizing 
the building of the Temple, without either his Command for it, or 
knowledge of it ; and for that they.defiſted not from building, though 
they. thereunto were required, (till the matter was made known to the 
- King ) by the chief Governours-for the King on. that ſide the River? 
And what reaſon is here then, for.any to quote the example of Dariz, 
as if. he exerciſed authority over the Jews as to their building the 
Temple ;. and. as. if they could not righteouſly enterprize it without 
. Command from..the King being firſt had for it, ſeeing that when they 
began.to build, they were ſo far from having the Kings Command for 
it; a$ that the King knew.not of it, till by his Governours he was 
informed'of it, and that the work weat faſt on, and proſpered in their 
. hands ;. and alſe, ſeeing that the Governours for the King could not 
cauſe them.to ceaſe, but till the matter came to the King, that. from: 
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- And-after-the Interruption, by the force-and power of the former 
Artaxtrxes, Ezra 4.23, and inthe Reign cf this Darims, is it oot 
manifeſt by the Scriptures, that the Jews again began to build the + ? 
Temple, .by the Command of God only, through the Propheſying of ,, 


the Prophets Haggas and Zecharia, Ezra 5.12, Hag, 1s 1,2,3,478, _ 
12, . And was not the ſpirit of Zerubbabel ( the Governour of Fudab) 


and the ſpirit of Foſhus the Hrgh Prieſt, and the ſpirit of all the rems 
nant of.the People, by the Lord ſtirred up, to work in the Houſe of the 
Lord of Hoſts, their God, Hag. 1, 14. And in that, they could not be 
cauſed to ceaſe but till the matter came to the King, did they. herein. 
| diſobey the Governoars for the King,in contempt to his Government? 
or rather, Was it not; becauſe the eye of their God was upon them 2. 
Fzr.5.5. for, did not they begin their work. in obedience to the voice 
of the Lord their God, and continue. it in the fear cf the Lord, Hag, 
1.12, and was not the Eord's preſence with them in their work, as 1n 
that which is written, Hag,1.13. [am with you, ſauh the Lord ? 

| And when the matter,to Wit,of their building the Temple, was made 

; Fnown to the King, by Letter to him ſent to that end,. from his Go- 
vernours that were on that ſide the River, did the King at all render 
the Jews as diſaffeed to his Government, or diſobedient to Magi» 
ſtrates, or inconfiſtent with his Laws? or did anger at all kindle with- 
in him againſt them, for their enterprizing the building without his- 
knowledge of it, or commiſſion for it? or, in his Decree, did he at all 
intermeddle with them 1a their building, (either by bis Commands to 
his Governours,or by his own Commands to them) except thoſe.Com- 
mands of his to his Governqurs, to afſift the Jews out of his Goods as 
to-their great exp2nce in building, that they might not be hindred in- 
their work; - and for Sactifices to. be given-them. day by day, that by 
ſweet ſavours offered to thie God of Heaven, they might pray for the 
life of the King, and for the lives of his Sons, Ezra 6. $,9,10, for in 
the King's anſwer to the Governours that ſent to him, did not the King. 
command the Governours,. not at all ro medgle with the Jevs in the 
building of the Temple, but to let them alone, that in peace they might 
duild the Temple themſelves, in that which to chemy he ſaith, Ezra 6, - 
6,7.Bt ye far from them : let the-work, of this Houſe of God alone, let the 
Governogr of the Fews, and the Elders of the Jews build this Honſe of God 
1 his place, And did not the King by his Decree alfo prote&-them, 
and (trengthen.their hands,. and 1nforce- it by a great penalcy ?- and 
what in him lay, did he not promote the continuance of their ProteRi- 
on by his Succeſſors, rather than to exerciſe authority over them, as4b 
| the Temple and Worlhip of Gad.? as you may reads in Ezxa5,11, x8. 
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And was not this alfo of the a ks turneth the hearts of Kings 
-#$ he pleaſeth) and not of the Heatheniſh nature, as it is written Exr, 
6.22, For the Lord bad made them joyful, and turned the beart of the 
ing of Afſyria unto them, to flrengthen their hands in the work. of the 
Houſe of God, the God of Iſrael. | 
And the Temple being finiſhed, in the ſixth year of the Reign of 
Dari the King, Ezra 6. 15. the Worſhip of God in his Reign was (0 
eltabliſhed, according tothe Commandment of God, Ezr4 6,16 —22, 
as that here ſeems to be no need of a Reformation, as to the Worſhip 
of God; by Artaxerves his Succeflor, who by ſome is quoted, fot the 
Reformation of the Church ; And if in anything, the Church was 
not perfeRly reformed as to-the Worſhip of God, might not the Wor- 
ſhip of God as well be reformed by the Commandments of God 
in the Reign of Artaxerxes, as they by the Commandment of God 
began to build the Temple, in the Reign of Darzs, without either - 
his Commiſſion for it, or knowledge of it ? May not the Reforma- 
tion therefore, by Artaxerxes, (the latter ) mentioned in Ezra 7. 12 
ther relate to the Civil Government of the Province of Judah, which - 
_ as yet was not reformed according to the Law of God, than to the 
Worſhip of God, in his Temple ? for when the Fews vere not in Cap- 
tivity, but es free-men ar liberty in their own Land, were they not by 
the Ordinance of God, both to be governed by Magiſtrates thar knew 
the Laiv of God, and alſo according to the Law, which by God was 
given to Moſes for their Government ? And to that end, had not Ezre 
prepared his heart, both to ſeek the Law of the Lord, and to teach in 
Iſrael Statutes and Judgments? Ezra 7. 10. 

And was not the band of the Lord upon Ezra, as well for the ſet- 
ling of the Civil Government in Judah according to the Laiv of God, 
as for another return of the Fews to their own Land, when Ezra made 
requeſt to Artaxerxes the King, who granted him all his requeſt, 'ag- 
cording to the hand of the Lord his God upon him, Ezra 7. 6. for to- 
ether with the King's Commiſſion, to Ezra given, for all.the People 
of 1ſrael,and the Prieſts and Levites that were within his Realm,to go 
with Ezra, that were minded of their own free-will to go up to Jers- 
fſalem , was not Ezra, as the King's Commiſſioner, ſent by Authority 
of the King, and of his ſeven Counſellors, to enquire concerning 1«- 
dah and Ieruſalem, according to the Law of God ; And over all the 
Land of 1udeh, and in Jeraſalem, to ſettle Magiſtrates, and Judges, 
that knew the Laivs of God, and to'teach them that knew them not ; 
And by the Kings Commiſſion, was not power to him given for theit 
E- Cxccution of the Law of God, and the: Kine" d; AR2DA | 
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 fſcation of, Goods, or. 10 Impriſonment ; With endeavour to incen'ethe 
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| Qors, either unto Death or to @ 5 508 to Confiſcation of good? 3 
or to Impriſonment, thats ſo the people all might b= judged, and gover- 
ned, even asto their outward man, according to the Laiv of God, and | 
by Magiſtrates, and Judges, that knew the Law of God ? 
 Andasto that, which. perhaps, by ſome may be alledged to prove 
Reformation as to the Worſhip of God, by Artaxerxes the King, viz, 
that both eArtexerxes the King and bis Counſelless offered freely, 
and bountifully, of their Silver, and Gold, and that the King gave 
power,to Ezra for ColleGtions in the Province of Babylon, and for the 
freewil Offerings of the People, and the Prieſts, and therewith, to buy 
Bullocks, and Ramms, and Lambs, &e. for Sactifices ; and with his 
Brethren, to- diſpoſe of the reſt, afrer the will of God, and as to what 
might farther be needful, for the Houſe of God, that he ordered Ezra, 
to beſtow out of his Treaſure-houſe, and that he made a Decree for his 
Treaſurers, to give unto Ezra, Silver, and Wheat, and Wine, and 
-Oy1, and Salc,to a great valuzif by Ezr4 it ſhould be required of them? 
" Towhich I (ay, are they not to diltinguiſh, between the exerciſe of 
Authority, for the correRing, altering, or preſcribing, as to the Wor- 
thip of God, and the exercite of Authority, for the encouragment,and 
proteion of God's true Wor(hippers, in the Worthip of God, as by 
God himſelf it is preſcribed and reformed > And did not Artaverxes- 
the King, herein, like a Nurfvg-father, even to the Church ( though 
otherwiſe reputed a Heathen) exerciſe his Imperial and Kingly Au- 
thority, for-the encouragement and proteRion of the Jews, in the 
Worſhip of God, as by God himfelf it was preſcrib2d and reformed ,. 
nther than that he intruded his oivn Authority or Commands, for re- 
formiog the Church, as to the Worſhip of God in his holy Temple > - 
for,as to all things which related to the Worthip of Godin his Temple, 
did not Artexerxes the King ſubmitthe ſole Government and Refor- Pat 
mation of the Church, to God himſelf ; yea, and that with fear and > 
reverence to Gad, as a conſuming fire ; leſt by the Wrath of God, him- , ,* 
ſelf with his Realm and his Sons, ſhould be conſumed z.in that which * 
be ſaith, Ezra 7. 23. Whatſoever © commanded by the God of Heaven, 
let it be diligently done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven : for why ſhould - 
there be wrath againſt the Rgalms, the King, and his Sons ?- 
. And hereby, is not their error made manifeſt, or their malice,or ig- 
norance of the Scriptures, who in their Pulpits, before the Judges, do 
make uſe of that which in Ezre 7. 26,. is Written ; Whoſoever will not: 
dtbs Law of thy God, aud-the Lam of the King, let judgment be ſpeedily  . 
executed nga him; whether it be unto Death, or to Bamihment, or to con-- © 
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© Judges, to exetcile cruelty, upon the innocent,” by their miſinterpre. 
” "ation, and \vrong application , When the - Qzakgrs are to be tryed 
upon the AR for Baniſhmenr, or: Impriſonment, for-their meetins 
rogether in the fear of the Lordandin his-Name;to warſhip him; Ang 
herein do they not wreſt the Scriptures, to'opprefs the-Innocent, that 
are more Tighreous than” themſelves ? * | | ; 
And if by the' judgments and executions, of the Law of God and 
1he Laiv of the King , and the-penaltics and puniſhments in this 
Scripture mentioned, herewas intended by the King, a compulſion, as 
to the matters of Religion, and a force, as tothe: Worſhip of God, in 
order to a uniformity, in Religion. and Worſhip,among all thoſe peo- 
- ple, over ivhom the Magiſtrates and Judges, by the Kings decree, were 
to be ſecled, as in the Wiſdom of God, Ezra ſhould be guided to di- 
rea; muſt not all the people then have been forc'das to their Religion - 
and their Worſhip, by thoſe penalties and puniſhments, that were be. 
yond the River; in which were feveral Provinces ? or at lealt,ſhould 
not all the people then, 'by theſe judgments and executions have been 
compelled to be one with the Fews, asto their Religion ; and with 
them to have worſhipped in the Temple, that were in the Province of 
Judah or in the Cities of Samaria, &c. in Which there were of ſeveral 
Nations, and they of ſeveral Religions, and ſeveral manners of Wor. 
fhip ; for is not that Which in this Scripture is ſaid, . Whoſoever will xot 
"do the Law of thy God, and the Law of the King,&c, intended of all the 
people that were beyond the River,as in the veiſe before, and as muck 
as to ſay, Whoſoever of all the people that are beyond the River, &c. 
And was Judgement ever fo executed upon this people, to force 
them as to their Religion, and the ſeveral manners of the Worſhip of 
each Nation, in which every Nation worſhipped their own gods ? -or, 
were the ſeveral Nations, mentioned Ezra 4. 9, 10. ever compelled 
by thoſe penalties and puniſhments, to be of the Jews Religion, or 
with them to worſhip in the Temple at Fernſalem? Nay, would not 
this rather have gratified, the Nations, who in thoſe Countries were 
the Jews adverſaries, then the Nation of the Jews, who publickly could 
have worſhipped with the -Fews in the Temple,'and alfo privatly have 
ſerved their own gods ? for when the Fews laid the foundation of the 
Temple, would not they have builded with them ? and Gid not they 
ſeem to inforce, the accompliſhment of their defire therein, by argu+ 
ments of unity with them, /in that which to-Zerabblabel; and to the-chief 
«4.2 of the Fathers, they faidy viz; Let ws burld with you; for we ſeek your 
Gal, agyedo;and we doſacrificeunto himy&c, And-did-not the Fews 
both deny them, and account the Temple profaned, by the preſence of 
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Law, - to be adminifited iv their Judiceture £ 


God himſelf, and by his- ordering that to.6: diligently done-for the- 


:* 
v\ 


"bp their fellowſhip. with: Idolaters bs it? And muſt not then theſe” ©? 


_—_ and puniſhments, tive been executed; cheifly on'the Fows, 


ifthe ſpeedy execution of Judgment, ſpoken of in this Scripture, ex- 


tehded ta theſetling of a uniformity in Religion and Worthip, among 
all thoſe People and Nations,over whom thoſe Megiltrates dd Judges 


| were to be ſerled ; And then'would not the Fows bave been'the oreat- 


eſt ſufferers, in whoſe favour the-Decree 'by the King was intended 


| andgranted ? for if they choſe 'tarher not to build the Temple, than 
$0 admit of them to build with-them 7 «could they-at all communicate 


with them in'rhe Wor(kip of God, wia nv otherwiſe feared the Lord, 


' bat! as every-Nation-allo-ferved tidit own''godgs,'/ * 1 4/ | 


Again 3 Arc not the penaltiesand puniſhments, that zre mentioned 
this Scripture, viz. #4t0Drath, or to Baniſhwent,crc.- both the Judg- 
ments and Executions of the Law of God, and alſo Secular penalties- 
ad puniſhments > and doth the'Law of God compel any of this true 
Antipars;eo worhip him by tie force of Secularpenalcies &.punith-- 


 fnents-?: or, is-that-worſhipacceptable ts God which is'by compulfion- 


#6d force > © And to thatwhich-perhips-by ſome may be ſaid, That 


he penalties andipuniſhments herein mentioned, are the judgments: 


mdexecutions of the Kai of the King, ' I ſay, are God's true Wor: 
fiippers, by the Laws andiPreſcriptions of men, to worſhip God after - 
that-manner which is comrary/to that which by the'Laiv of God is pre-- 
ſeribed fot _his-W orſhip ? 'or, ?aie they by-penalties and puniſhments 
t6-be forc'd- as to the Worſhip of God, contrary to their Faith, and to- 
what rhey believe to- be the true Worſhip of God,. and againſt their 
Conſciences-** And, was not the Law-of God then, the Law of the- 
King alſo, when the King by this Decree had'eſtablubed'it, as: his - 
Is not therefore that part of the King's Decree, which in Ezra 7: . 
25,26, is contained, intended by the King, of the-exerciſe of his Civil: . 
Power, for his reforming of- the Magiltracy and outward Judicature in: 


the Province of Judah, for the Civil Government of the Jews, ac- 


cording to the Lav of God; as to their outward man 'as ir the Wir. 
don of God Ezraſhould be guided to'dire&ir; and not for bis re-. 
f6rming-of the Church as-to the Worſhipof God :' for as ro-what in his 
Decree, related to the tfouſe of God and his Worſhip, and to the Mi-= 
viſters thereof, did not his Decree end ( as to the defore-mentioned) : 
wich the end of the 24th verſe of that chapter ? or, did the King at all* 
form the Chinch; a$to the Worſhip oof God, atherivite than ag by hig- 
D:cree he ſubnirted the reformation of it to the Commandments of | 


P3s 


Ow 


"Houſe of the God of Heaven, which either wag or ſhould becomiman; 
ded by the Godof Heaven, agin ver. 23. andalſo as by his Decree be 
protected the Jews in the free exerciſe of their Liberty, as to their- 
Conſciences, in their obedience to the Commands of God, as to his 


on Worſhip and Services; goon 144, {45 S135!) the 
--, And as:to that which pezhaps by ſome:may be objeced, That theſe 
enalties and puniſhments may be; executed, as to the matters of Re: 
i and Worſhip, becauſe the Lai of God 1s as well there menti. 
oned.a$ the Law of the;King,--viz,;,#hoſoemer will not :do the Law of thy 
God, and. the. Law of, the Kingg@s.,,0. To which Lapfwer.: Was not 
the Laiv of God, by the :Law:vf the King eftabliſhed;to;hoadminiftred 
in the outvard Government of the Fews;: a9t0, the; things of their our 
ward man, and to be executed upon Offenders.in theis Civil;Judica- 
ture, according to. the nature.and degree of 'each tranſgreflion, agby. 
the judgement of the. Judicatare they were ſentenced,; whether unto 
Death,, or to-Baniſhmeaty or te Confiſcation of Goods. gr-lmpriſen- 
ment ; for, were notthg-Jews in their libetty from: Captivity, to: be 
judged and goyerned according to the Lai; of God; even as to the - 
things cf the outward man, and by Magiſtrates and Judges that knew 
kt.17. the Law of God ? And vere not the Kings of Z/rae/ therefore to have 
1920 a Book of - the Law of God, and therein to.read all the dayes of their 
lives; that they might.learn the fear of:the Lord their God, and keep 
the words of his Law, .and- his Statutes, to do them ; -and that theix 
hearts might not be lifted up above their Brethren, nor they turn afide 
from the Command of God neither to-the-1ighr-hand nor to the left, 
And, in order to the adminiſtration and. execution of the Law of 
God intheir Civil Judicatuce,. was not,Ezra therefare, after the wiſ- 
dom of God, as his guide, by-the King's:Decree to ſettle Magiſtrates 
and Jadges that knew the Law of God,:and:to teach them that knew it 
not ; for, had not Ezra prepared his heart to ſeek the Law of the Lord, 
to do it, andto teach in //rael Statutes and Judgments ? And, did 
a7. not the King dire& his Commifſion to Ezra, as to a Scribe of the 
112. ],aw-of God, -and a Teacher,of :the woxds'of. the. Commandments of 
God; and of his Statutes to {ſrqel? And do:noc Statuzes there relate 
to State-Government and Civil Judicature? And was not Ezra, by 
the King and his ſeven Counſellors, ſent to enq 1ire.concerning J udab: 
and /eruſalem, according to the Law of his God ? were” not therefore 
theſe penalties and puniſhments,(Gin the adminiſtration of the Law 
God, by Magiſtrates and Judges vhich knew the Law of God) to be 
executed upon malefators tor their capital or criminal offences againſt 
_ the Law of God, rather than upon Innocent and regular people, for 
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| the exerciſe of their-Faith and O dabes to, Godin hig'Worſhip * 
"and Service ? | | 1-09-" 18E- 
'4'-And may not theſe penalties and puniſhments be annexed by the 
King, to inforce his Decree, and accordingly to be executed upon any 
 - W ofthe Jews adverſaries, . that at any time ſhould oppoſe this his new 
le Conſtitution of the Magiſtracy. for the Government of the Jews, 'ac- 
:- BW cording to the Law of God ? for had not the Jews many.potent Adver- 
i- BW faries nigh them, who waited opportunities to miſchieve them ?: as in 
' BF the caſe of the building of the Temple, were not many exaſperated 
rt FF againſt the Jews, leſt by it their Idolatrous High-Places ſhould be 


d BF clouded? So in time, might not their porenc Advetſaties be exaſpe- 
- nated at this new Reformation of 'the Magiſtracy, for their Civil Go» 
- BF vernment, according to the Law of. God, in which they had not the 
BF fame opportunity, as Lords of their own Rule, . to tyranvize over the 


; Jews as formerly? —_ 
-And withall, may-not theſe executions, viz. #2to Death, or to Ba- 
whment, or to.Cdnfiſcation of Goods, or to Impriſoument ;, the rather be 
thus parricularly fignified and exprefled, thereby: to demonſtrate the 
greatneſs 'of their Authority by the King's Commiſſion, for the admi.- 
Dviſtration of the Law of God in their' Civil Government, and the 
ample Power whigh by the King's Decree was given them, for the 
execution of Judgement in their Judicature; as to the thipgs of the 
butward-man ? Which Power. here/thus largely extended, was after 
wards denied them by the Rymans; - ivien-under their Dominion, it 
was not lawful for the Jeivs to put any man to death, /þs: 18, 32. 
' And as to that which in this-kind is obje&ed by. ſome of the exam- 
ples of the Kings of /ſrae/ and /udah, viz. That they exerciſed Antho« 
My inthe matters of Religion, &c. and that therefore Chriſtian Mags- 
ſtrates may nowyyea and that they ought, ſo to excerciſe their Power and Do- 
minion over Chriſtians, as even to force and compel them, as.tothe maner of 
the Worſhip.of God ; though” ut be comraryto their Fauth and againſt thery © 
Conſciences, : 

Fo which I anſwer, firſt ; Do not the Statutes of ſeveral Kingdoms 
in Chriſtendom differ, as to the matters of Religion, and their man- + 1 
ners and fo:mof Worſhip ? and have-not the Laws for Religion and © Þ 
Worſhip at ſundry times differed; even in this our own Nation, as the 
Magiſtrates, or thoſe in; power, by which they: have bzen- made, have 
differed in their minds as to their Religion and Worſhip? And if the 
Matrers of Religion, and the manner of the Worſhip of God, ſhould - 
be only directed and governed by the Laivs.and Statutes of men; May © 
there notthen-be as many Religions and forms of Worſhip, or-as-mas /' 4 
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_.... (44) 
y"chinges in Religion and Warſhip, [as the 'Magiſtrates that differ 
ſhould pleaſe to make ? | | | 
And if Chriſtians are bound aRtively to ſubmit to the Laws of their 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates, as to their Religion and Worſhip, without any 
further queſtion, though againſt their conſciences; Why .then have 
ſo many Martyrs ſuffered Martyrdom for their not ſubmitting ( other. 
wiſe than by ſuffering): to the Laws for Religion and Worſhip, which 
have been made by them,ivho in their times have been called Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates ? | , 
And as to all the Kings of /ſrae!, which reigned after the diviſion 
of the ten Tribes from the Kingdom of /#dah, what Authority they 
exerciſed in the matters of Religion, was it not to ſupport their Ido. 


- latrous Worſhip, which by the ſudsilty and craft of Jeroboam, was both 


invented and ſetled as the Publick Worſhip of the Kingdom of Iſrael 2 
And to promote Idolatty in Worſhip, and againſt the Law of God, 
were not the Statutes of Owrs both added and kept, who walked inthe 
way of Feroboams, and in his fin, wherewith he made /fraet' to fin? And 
as if it had been a light thing to walk-in the fin of Frraberm; did not 
Ahab worſhip Baal, and rear upar. Altar for Baa/, inthe houſe of Badl 
which he built in Sawaria? And is it not fignified by the Prophet 4- 
cab, as the peoples fin againſt the Lord, that the Fatutes of Omr: mere 


' by them kgpt, and all the works of the honſe of «Abab, and that they malked 


ix their counſels 2 And in point of Worſhip,was not the Lord provoked 
to anger, by the obedience of the children of 1ſraet to the Heatheniſh 
Statutes of the Kings of 1ſraer/, which they bad made, 2 King: 17, 8, 
And would their - alledging their Kings Laws, as their Authority for 
what they did, at all have excuſed them before the Lord, or pacified 


. his Anger againſt them for it? And was not their fin great, whoby 


force were diiven from following the Lord, to worſhip: at Dar and 
Bethel 2 And, was not Ephraim oppreſſed: and: broken in judgement; 


- becauſe he willingly walked- after the Commandment? And by the 


Captivity of /ſracl, did not the Lord remove them out of his fight, as 
well for their perfiſting in the fins of Feroboam, even until their Capti- 


17. Vity, as alſo for their other.Idolatries in Worſhip, 212, their walking 
. in the Statutes of the Heathen (whom 'the Lord caſt out from before 


them) a»d of the Kings of Iſrael, whichthey had made ? And even inthe 
tine of /ſrae/s Apoitacy, Were there not many of the Lords People, ' 
that for Conſcience ſake could not keep the Sratutes of Omre, nor the 
works of the houſe of Ahab ; and thatwalked not in the heatheniſh Sta- 
tutes of the Kings of //rae/, which they had made, aswitneſs the ſeven 
thouſand in the time of Eltas, that never bowed theirkyes: to Baal 2 1 
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| And if as Kings, the Cotfitnands of any of the Kinzs of Fram? were 
abſolute, and to bz over the Conſcience in the matters of Worthip3 


eir W were not then the Commands of them all, as Kinge, abſolute, and to 
ny MW be over the Conſcience in the matters of Worthip ? And if the peo- 
Vve ple were bound in Conſcicnce, as in the matters of Worſhip, aively | 
+ IM / 20 ſubmic to their Commands, though againſt theic Conſciences, with= 
ch WW. cut any further queſtion as to right of wrong ;| who of them could then | 
ad” eſcape from being Idoiarers, that lived under the Reign of the Idola- 

' trous Princes ? for in the Cities of Judah, and round about Jeruſa- 
0 B {m, were there not High-Places intheir ſeveral ſtreets, and appoin- 
We ' ted unto ſeveral ſervices ; ſome of them for the worſhip of falſe gods, 
0. and others of them for the Worſhip of the true God, but all contrary 
th to the Law of God, as it is written, Wo, wo #nto thee, ſaith the Lord, 1... 
f that thou haſt alſo built unto thee an eminent place, and haſt made thee an 23, 
. bigh-place 1n every ſtreet ; thou haſt built thy high-place at every head of 
be the way,cre, And were not the Idolatrous Priefts, that burnt Incenſe 
ad in the High-Places, ordained by the Kings of Judah, which afterwards 


of dy Joſiah were! put doivh, as it 18Written,” 241d be put down the Idola- 2 K 
_—- Prieſts, whom the Kings of Judah had ordained to burn Licenſe in the *3: 
- il High-Places inthe Cities of Judab, and in the places round abont Jeruſa- 
Te mr. ec. | | 

ed 5 And did not the Kings of Judah, as to the matters of Worſhip, ad- 
d miniſter their Power differently, as they were diverſly aff<Red ; for, 
h as there were ſome that took away the Altars of the ſtrange gods, and 
b, deſtroyed their High-places, and that brake down their Images, and 
cut down their Groves ; ſo, \vere there not others that built High- 
Þ places, and ſet up Images, and that reared up Altars to Baalim, and 
Y BE made Groves, and that walked in the-wayes of the houſe of Ahab? Ag 
X there were ſome Who did that which was righteovs in the fight of the 
t; Lord, by their reforming the abuſes of their fore-fathers, as Hezekiah 
e and Fofiah and others ; ſo, were there not others who did that which 
4 was evil in the fight of the Lord, and more eſpecially, as to the mat- 


[- ters-of Religion and Worſhip, and that walked in the wayes of the 
g Kings of 1ſrael, as Fehoram, Ahaziah and others? And did not the 
_ Lord bring F«dah low, for the ſake of Ahaz their King, who tranſgie- 


| fed ſorely againſt the Lord? for, did not eAhaz. make Judah naked ? 
' which -by ſome is read, he withdrew 1n Tudah the Worſhip of God, And, © 
" when he had ſhut the doors of the Honſe of the Lord ; did he not make hins 28. 
Altars in every corner of Jeruſalem, aud High-places in every ſeveral *» 
City of Judah ? And of Fehoram is it not (aid, That he made High. , 

places in the Monmains of Judah, and canſed the Inhabitants of Jeru- 111 


a. 


CW 0 
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m_ (46) | | 
bi. falem to corrmu Fornication, and compelled Judah thereto, And of Ma. 
yh \$ ir not ſaid, That he made Judah to-fin with his Idols, and the © 
Inhabitants of Jeruſalem to err ?- and that he ſeduced thim to more evil 
than did the Nations, whons the Lord deſtroyed before the children of Iſrael? 
Andeven among the good Kings of Tudab, though Aſa and Fehoſa- 


phat took away the Alrars of the range gods,” and brake down their 


F | High-places,&c. yet by them wete there nor left Randing other high- © 


* places, which by the. Law of Moſes (ſhould bave been demoliſhed ? and 
*. 1s it not recorded as their remilſneſs, that they were not by them de- 


'? moliſhed >? Howbeit they forc'd none, no not to ſacrifice to the true 


God, in tbe high-places, bur ſuffered it in thoſe that did, And al- 
though Fehoaſh, Amaziah, Azariah and Fotham, did many things that 
were right in the fight of the Lord ; yet,did not they all leave Randing 
the high-places?. and under their Reigns and Government, did not 
the people Kill ſacrifice and burn Incenſe in the high-places, which 
by the Law of God was not laivful for them to do, but in the Temple 
only? | 

r 6} as to the courage and fidelity of Hezekiah, and the zeal and 
piety of Joſiah, and thzir more thorow Reformation, ſo much ſpoken 


of; to wit, their throwing down the high-places, as well thoſe, which 


by the former Reformers were left Randing, as thoſe which after were 
built; and their breaking don the Altars,and caſting out the Images; 
and their countenancing the true Worſhippers, and encouraging the 
Worſhip of God, according to the Law-and Covenant of God : all 
which,as aforeſaid, is obje&ed by ſome, as examples for Chriſtian Ma- 
giftrates to follow, and for them therefore to-exerciſe their Authority 
as to matters of Religion. | 

. Towhich Ianſwer. If the Lordpnt it into the hearts of Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates, (o far to treadin the ſteps of the good Kings of Fudab, as 
to encourage the true Worſhip of God, which is in Spirit and in Truth, 
and not after the inventions of men ; and to protect God's true Wor. 
ſhippers in their Worſhip of God,. and: to exerciſe their Authority 
for the removing the heaps of high-places in Chriſtendom, Which nei- 
ther were builc either by pattern or Command from God, and for the 


| dzmolithing of their eminent places, with their Alrars ithin- them; 


and Popith Images abour them, who of the Lord's People would be 
e:ieved therewith? for which reade 2 Chron, 34. 3,4. 2 Kings 23, & 
18.4, 2 Chrox.30. 14. Numb.33.52, Deut.7.5. & 12.2, 3, And, 
as before itis oblerved,, Was it not recorded as the remiſneis of the 
former good Kings of Judab, That the High-places were. not removed, 


W thongh in them the people ſacrificed to the true God only 7: 
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' But did thoſe good Magitratnut Reformers in the Church and © 
Commonwealth of Judah, at all preſcribe to God his Worſhip? or, ' 
did they adminiſter their Power, for the execution of their own wills, 
* concerning the Worſhip of God > Was not their Authority by them 
} exerciſed for the eſtabliſhment of the Law of God,and his Ordinances 
for his Wolſhip and Service, according as by Moſes was declared and 
w.itten before them; and for the keeping of God's Teſtimonieszivhich 
by God was teſtified in his Spirit by his Prophets, and in their 6wn 
conſciences > For, did not Joſiah make a Covenant before the Lord, 3? 
'Towalk after the Lord, and to keep his Commandments, and his Teſtimo. 2 Cl 
nies, aud his Statutes, with all his heart, and with all bus ſoul, and to per. 3+: 
form the words of the Covenant, which were written in the Book, that was 
/ found in the Honſe of the Lord? And of Hezekiah is it not ſaid, That 2K 
he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his Com. "5. 
mandments, which the Lord commanded Moſes? And of Iehoſaphat is it , © 
not ſaid,, That he ſought tothe Lord God of his Father, and walked in hts , | 
Commandments, and not after the doings of Iſrael? And when Aſa had ' 
taken away the Altars of the ſtrange gods, and the High-places, &c, 
did not he command Indah, or rather, as it is in ſome Tranſlation, be » C 
ſaid unto Indah, that they ſhould ſeck, the Lord God of their Fathers, and "** 4 
do after the Law and Commandments? And was not the uprightneſs of 
their hearts ſuch, as to the Lord, his Law and Commands, to them in 
what they did, as that their Commands by the people were obeyed as 
the words and Commandments of God? as it is written, 2 Chr.29.15, 
And they gathered their Brethren, and ſanttified themſelves, and came ac- 
cording to the Commandment of the Kings by ihe words of the Lord,c5c.for 
they in their Commands obeying the Word of the Lord, the Hand of 
the Lord was ſo upon the people, as that they obeyed their Commands 
a8 the Word of the Lord; as it is Written, 2 Chr, 30.12. Alſo in Judah 
the Hand of God was to give them one heart to do the Commandment of the © 
King, and of the Princes, by the Word of the Lord. | 


But ro conclu/e, borh as to Chriſtian Magiſtrates, 'and alſo as ro Heathen Ma- 
ſtrates; If Heathen Magiſtrates command Chiiſtians, even jn the matrcrs ot 
eligion ; the Commandments of the Lord only, and not rheir own, avainſt 

their Lords ; ate they not even by Chriſtians ro be ſubmirred unco fo: the Lo:ds 
ſake ? And if Chritian Magiſtrates command Chiiſtians, even as to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, the Commandments of Chriſt anſwering to the Wirneſs of Chriſt 
in their conſci.nces that are to obey, and not by carnal cqmpuiſion, or the 
- force of man, againſt their Fai h and Conſgiences, are rhcy nor vy Chriſtiar.s 
to be obeyed , yea, and even for.Conicience ſake} Bur if the Commands, of 
Magiſtrates (wi.er' er asro their profeflion they be either Heathens oi C riſfti- 
ans) be contrary to the Commands of God, and our Lord Jells Ctr ſt, ard a- ; 
gainſt rhe Fairh and Confcietves of Gods faichfil ar.d rrize Wo: ſhippers , in 
Luis Ca.c, 15 not the Lord tather ro te obeyed than Men ? "1 
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